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On the Promise of the Holy Ghost. 


EFORE the resurrection of 
our blessed Lord, there 
were a numberof predictions and 
promises given, that the Holy 
Ghost should be poured out up- 
on believers in an eminent meas- 
ure. Isaiah was sent to comfort 
the saints with this promise, and 
said in the name of the Lord, 
“ ear now, O Jacob my ser- 
vant, and Israel whom I have 
chosen. Thus saith the Lord 
that made thee, and formed thee 
from the womb, which will help 
thee, Fear not, O Jacob my ser- 
vant, and thou Jesurun whom I 
have chosen. For I will pour wa- 
ter upon him that is thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground : I 
will pour my Spirit upon thy 
seed, and my blessing upon thine 
offspring : and they shall spring 
lp as among the grass, as wil- 
lows by the water-courses. One 
shall say, I am the Lord’s ; and 
another shall call himself by the 
God of Jacob ; and another shall 
subscribe with his hand unto the 
Lord, and surname himself by 
the name of Israel.”? Many oth- 
er passages might be copied 
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from this prophet, in which he 
speaks with rapture on the bles- 
sings of the latter days. We are 
also told, by the apostle Peter, 
that the prophecy of Joel res- 
pected this event, when he said, 
* And it shall come to pass af- 
terward, that I will pour out my 
Spirit upon all flesh, and your 
sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions : and also upon 
the servants and upon the hand- 
maidens in those days, will I pour 
out my Spirit.” But Christ him- 
self promised most expressly, 
“ He that believeth on me, as 
the scripture hath said, out of 
his belly shall flow rivers ot liv- 
ing water. But this spake he of 
the Spirit which they that believe 
on him should receive ; for the 
Holy Ghost was not yet given, 
because that Jesus was not yet 
glorified.” On another occasion 
he foretold the gift of the Spirit 
to his disciples, saying, “ I will 
pray the Father, and he shall 
give you another Comforter, that 
he may abide with you for ever ; 
even the Spirit of truth.” The 
mast particular promise which 
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Christ gave, concerning the of- 
fice of the Holy Spirit is record- 
ed, John xvi. 7—11, “ Neverthe- 
less I tell youthe truth; It is 
expedient for you that I goa- 
way ; for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto 
you ; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you. And when he is 
come, he will reprove the world 
of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment. Of sin, because 
they believe not on me ; of right- 
cousness. because | go to my Fa- 
ther, and ye sce me ho more ; 
ot judgment, because the prince 
of this world is judged.” After 
the resurrection of Jesus from 
the dead, and before his ascen- 
sion, he renewed this promise to 
bis disciples, and said that they 
should receive the Holy Ghost 
im avery short time. “ He com- 
manded them that they should 
not depart from Jerusalem, but 
wait for the promise of the Fa- 
ther, which, saith he, ye have 
heard of me. Tor John truly 
‘aptized with water; but ye shall 
He baptized ; with the Holy Ghost, 
not many days hence.” 
Yur Lord gave his disciples 
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and to have an happy effect upon 
the world. By these descriptions 
we are led to expect, that the 
promises would be fulfilled in 
something which would essep- 
tially affectthe state of the world, 
and that it would be a most des'. 
rable change of things; that it 
would not, like the ancient dijs- 
pensation, be confined to the 
Jews ; but that other nations 
should share in its blessings — 
The promises also lead us to con- 
clude, that it would be of a relj- 
gious nature ; for it was declar- 
ed that it should lead them into 
all truth, and that the Spirit 
should glorify Christ, and take 
of his things, and shew them un- 
to his people. Besides, the things 
foretold concerning this great 
event, must have led the disci- 
ples to expect a blessing, which 
would be permanent ; for it was 
predicted, that the Spirit should 
remain with them for ever, and 
not leave the world, as Christ 
was about todo. What these 
promises meant is best know 
by their accomplishment, and 
by other prophecies which in- 
form us what things of this 
kind remain to be accomplish- 
ed. To this then we must now 
attend. 
The promise of the Comlart- 
er, which is the Holy Ghost, be- 
gan to be fulfilled on the Pente- 
cost which immediately succeeds 
edour Lord’s resurrection. That 
was indeed a most memorable 
day, such as the world had never 
be fore seen; not only on account 
of the things which then took 
place ; but because this was the 
commencementof a trainof sin- 
Jar events, which continued ti ull 
after the apostolic age, and o! 
some important things which 
abide until the present day, 2! nif 
will remain to the end of tic 
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world, and be attended with bles- 
sed consequences to eternity. 
When on the day of Pentecost 
the disciples were together with 
one accord in prayer, the Com- 
forter came down upon them 
with various influences, and such 
as tended to give them unspeak- 
able support and comfort. One 
effect was the wonderful remov- 
al of the fear of men, which till 
then oppressed them. ‘Though 
they abode at Jerusalem, as they 
were commanded, yet they used 
from fear of the Jews, to meet 
in secret with closed doors ; lest 
their malice against Christ, 
should lead them to abuse or de- 
stroy his followers. But now of 
a sudden they were relieved 
from all their apprehensions, and 
were endued with such Christian 
courage, that they went forth un- 
daunted, and preached Christ 
publicly, and testified to all, whe- 
ther natives, or strangers who 
had assembled at the feast, to 
common people, or their rulers, 
and in the face of the Jewish san- 
hedrim, or great ecclesiastical 
council, which had collected a- 
gainst them, that Jesus was the 
Christ ; that they with wicked 
hands had put him to death, and 
that God had raised him from 
the dead. They came forth from 
their secret retirements into the 
tempie, the streets and public 
places, and warned people to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
that they might be saved. Nei- 
ther threatenings, stripes, im- 
prisonments, nor persecutions, 
could ever awe their spirits. 
They suffered death with more 
than heroism—with Christian 
triumph, sealing their testimony 
with their blood. Such fortitude, 
from this time forth, was impart- 
ed to others, and became very 
general among Christians. 
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Another effect of the Holy 
Ghost was an ability which was 
given them, to address any man, 
of any nation with whom they 
met, in his own language ; and 
this they could do, though they 
had been educated in private 
life, and had been taught no lan- 
euage but what was common in 
their own country. A remarka- 
ble instance of this took place at 
the Pentecost ; where were Par- 
thians, Medes, Elamites, men of 
Mesopotamia, Juc:ca, Capadocia, 
Asia, Phrygia, Pamphilia, [- 
gypt, Lybia, Cyrene, strangers 
of Rome, Jews and prosclytes. 
All heard the apostles, each in 
his own language, declare the 
marvellous thingsof God. Thus 
the Holy Spirit furnished them 
with the gift of tongues, to go 
into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature, tes- 
tifying the gospel of the grace of 
God to Gentiles as well as Jews. 
This was a great and singular 
event, such as had never before 
taken place in the world, and it 
was very necessary at that time 
for the extension of the gospcl, 
and the building up of the king- 
dom of Christ among the na- 
tions. 

Working miracles indeed was 
not a new thing. Moses, Elijah 
and others had before been em- 
powered to perform them, and 
Christ, who was full of the Holv 
Ghost, had wrought them ; but 
this power was now renewed or 
continued to the disciples; so 
that they raised the dead, and 
wrought all kinds of cures, and 
gave great signs and wonders in 
the name of Christ, and in testi- 
mony to him and his gospel.— 
This was evidently the power of 
God attending them, for they 
had no wisdom or power of 
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any more than other men. It 
was not they who did them, but 
God himself. He made them his 
messengers to declare his truth, 
and attended them with his pow- 
er, im testimony of the gospel 
which he employed them to 
publish. 

The Holy Spirit also, in an ex- 
traordinary manner, taught them 
what to say: he guided them 
into all truth, opened to them 
the scriptures of the Old Testa- 
ment, and revealed by his imme- 
diate inspiration such things 
as were necessary to be done, 
taught and predicted. And if 
they were brought before kings 
and rulers, they were directed 
never to premeditate their de- 
fence, and were assured, that it 
should be giventhem from above 
what they should say ; which ac- 
cordingly took place. 

Another thing accomplished 
by the divine Spirit, was the 
raising up the church of Christ 
in one age, nursing and extend- 
ing it through the whole Roman 
empire, and far eastward into 
Asia, and southward into Afri- 
ca. All this was done without 
any earthly inducements, with- 
out human power, authority or 
influence, contrary to the will of 
the kings and magistrates of the 
earth, and the long established 
customs, \prejudices and educa- 
tion of all peopic, Jews and Gen- 
tiles, and to all the inclinations 
and passions of the depraved 
hearts ofmen. In a short time 
Jesus, who had been crucified 
as a malefactor, was adored in 
almost every city, town and set- 
tlement, of any considerable 
magnitude, through immense 
regions of the earth. The Jews 
in great numbers laid aside their 
ritual solemnities, the Gentiles 
abandoned the altars of their 





idols, and the church of Chiris, 
at once rose up in all places, 
All these works of the Spirit 
were wrought openly and pub. 
licly in the face of the world, 
The world stood, gazed and 
wondered, and saw all these 
things taking place. And tho’ 
no means were neglected, either 
of force or art, to suppress this 
work, yet it withstood all oppo. 
sition, and grew and spread and 
prospered. | 

Here we might notice how 
the apostles and other eminent 
ministers of the gospel, being 
led on and filled with the Holy 
Ghost, labored and journeyed; 
how they were comforted and 
rejoiced ; how the Holy Ghost 
fell on'thousands in his miracu- 
lous influences ; so that they 
could speak with tongues, pro- 
phesy, interpret and work mir- 
acles. But for further particu- 
lars, let me refer the reader to 
the Acts of the apostles, and to 
many places in their epistles, 
where these things are inciden- 
tally noticed. The gilts of the 
Spirit were various, and all to 
profit withal. 

Nor ought the awakening, re- 
newing and sanctifying influen- 
ces of the Holy Spirit, to remain 
unnoticed in this place. These 
were the end and design of all 
the extraordinary operations of 
the Spirit, and they are contin- 
ued to the present day. How 
many cried, *¢ What shall we do 
to be saved ?”” How many trem- 
bled and turned from darkness 
to light, and from the power of 
Satan unte God! And how ma- 
ny——what multitudes, within 
these more than seventeen hun- 
dred years since that time, 
have beenthe subjects of the sav 
ing and comforting influences of 
the Spirit! 
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Miracles indeed seem to have 
ceased: they have answered 
their end, in confirming to us, 
as well as to those in that day, 
the truth of Christianity : the 
world has now the advantage ofall 
those miracles. Prophecies have 
ceased ; but the accomplish- 
ment of them, which is their 
greatest evidence, continues, and 
establishes the truth. The mi- 
raculous gift of tongues has 
ceased ; but it has answered its 
end, and by the providence of 
God, there is among his people 
an ability to learn foreign lan- 
guages, Which may be sufficient 
for every purpose, except that of 
the miracle, which is already 
answered. It is no injury to the 
cause that these, or that imme- 
diate revelations have ceased, 
for all that is necessary is alrea- 
dy declared to us in the word of 
God. But those things which 
ae now needed, the convincing, 
renewing, sanctifying and com- 
forting influences of the Holy 
Ghost remain ; Christ holds the 
sars in his right hand, impart- 
ing gifts and graces to his min- 
isters, according to the work to 
which he calls them, and he 
walks in the midst of his chur- 
ches. These are the ends of all 
the marvellous things in the first 
ages of Christianity. Nothing 
islost; the world now enjoys 
the benefits of the Comforter in 
eshigh a degree, as in the day 
of Pentecost Having noticed a 
nimber of things which the Ho- 
ly Ghost did, in fulfilment of the 
promises, others which were 
promised present themselves for 
our consideration. 

_Onr Lord informed his disci- 
bits, that when the Comforter 
should come he would reprove 
‘he world of sin because they be- 


“eve not on him. It will be suit- 


able to consider how the Spirit 
has accomplished this predic- 
tion——The wonderful things 
which the Holy Ghost did, in 
the apostolic age, and which he 
has since done, proved beyond 
all reasonable doubt, that he was 
the Christ. Itis true, that men 
may shut their eyes against per- 
fect demonstration ; but let can- 
did minds notice all the great 
and astonishing events, which 
were wrought in the days of the 
apostles, and attend to their tes- 
timony and instructions, and con- 
sider how God was with them 
in mighty power, and in word 5 
let them survey the whole scene, 
and they must acknowledge that 
it was the hand of God, made 
visible in support of the cause of 
Christ. Weil might Gamalicl, 
though an enemy, and highly 
dignified in the Jewish council, 
tremble under an half suppress- 
ed conviction of the truth, and 
give sentence to let the apostles 
alone, lest haply they should be 
found to fight even against God ; 
and well might the mad council 
so shudder, by the terrors ofa 
convicted conscience, as for once 
to take his prudent advice. The 
effects wrought by the Holy 
Ghost made it manifest, that in 
not believing on Christ, men are 
guilty of rejecting the most am- 
ple testimony of God : that they 
shut their eyes and harden their 
hearts, like Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians, against God himself. 
This was increased by the influ- 
ence of the Spirit, in inspiring 
the aposties to unfold to them 
the predictions of Moses and the 
prophets; so that Stephen had 
reason enough to say to thein, 
“ Ye stiff necked and uncircum- 
cised in heart and ears, ve do al- 
ways resist the Holy Ghost, as 
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Which of the prophets have not 
your fathers persecuted ? and 
they have slain them which 
shewed before of the coming of 
the just One, of whom ye have 
now been the betrayers and mur- 
derers.”—Nor are these things 
restricted to that day. Those 
now, where the gospel is known, 
who do not believe on Jesus 
Christ, sin against the same, if 
not against greater evidence, giv- 
en by the Holy Ghost, that Je- 
sus is the Christ. They reject 
the counsel of God against their 
own souls. What the Spirit has 
done therefore reproves them of 
sin, because they believe not on 
Christ.—If we stand astonished 
at the Jews, let us take heed, 
lest we be guilty ofthe same sin. 

It was also foretold by our 
Lord, saying, “ When the Com- 
forter is come, he will convince 
the world of righteousness, be- 
cause I go to my Father, and ye 
see me no more.” ‘the right- 
cousness here mentioned, it is 
believed, is the righteousness of 
Christ. Not merely his own 
personal righteousness, though 
that be necessarily implied, but 
his righteousness asa Redeemer, 
in fulfilling all righteousness ; 
so that God for his righteous- 
ness’ sake may be just, and yet 
the justifier of him that believ- 
eth. Had Christ gone to the 
Father and left his work of a- 
tonement unfinished, must he 
not have returned to complete 
it? But instead of his return, he 
is seen no more, and the Holy 
Spirit comes, not to atone, but 
to bear testimeny that Christ is 
accepted—is raiscd from the 
dead—has ascended on high— 
is acknowledged of the Father 
-—and is justitied as a complete 
Redeemer. When Christ, ac- 
cording to his promise, sent the 
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Comforter, he gave evidence thy: 
he was enthroned on high—th:: 
he had answered the law, and 
had become the end of the lay 
for righteousness, to all them 
that believe. And the wonder. 
ful things done by the Spirit are 
sufficient to convince all but the 
uncandid. God never would 
have borne such testimony to 
Christ, had he been deficient or 
had he abandoned his work up- 
finished. Men may now be con- 
vinced that the righteousness of 
Christ is complete—that no 
righteousness of theirs is neces- 
sary as the ground of justifica- 
tion, or will be allowed to pos- 
sess a share with Christ in the 
glory of their acceptance with 
God, however important it may 
be for other purposes—This 
should convince Jews, that no 
ceremonial righteousness willa- 
vail them ; and all the selfright- 
eous, that there can be no salva 
tion but by him, who hath hi- 
ished transgression, made an end 
of sin, made reconciliation for 
iniquity, and brought in ever 
lastingr riehteousness. And this 
matter of conviction and re- 
proof remains the same to the 
present time.—After the testi 
mony of the Holy Ghost to the 
righteousness of Christ, as our 
Redeemer, it is vain for the sell- 
righteous to hope for favor on 
the ground of their own Ino 
cence, morality, reformation, of 
even for holy obedience. It's 
rejecting the righteousness 6 
Christ as their only hope, and 
opposing or discrediting the 
testimony of the Holy Spirit— 
“ If righteousness come by the 
law, then Christ is dead in vail. 

The Spirit has declared that 
Christ is the only name, £i** 
en under heaven among mct: 
whereby we must be saved. 
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We may now consider anoth- 
er effect, which it was promised, 
that the Holy Ghost should ac- 
complish. It was said that he 
should reprove the world of 
wdgment, because the prince of 
this world is judged. The word 
reprove often signifies convince, 
snd in the Greek original, the 
word used signifies indefinitely, 
either to reprove or to convince. 
Satan is the prince of this world; 
he is also called the God of this 
world—the prince of the power 
of the air, who ruleth in the 
hearts of the children of diso- 
bedience. By the wonderful out- 
pouring of the Holy Ghost, and 
ihe great events which he has 
brought to pass, he has made it 
manifest to men, that Satan is 
cast down, that his cause is des- 
perate, that God himself has de- 
dared against him with power, 
aid has determined to support 
tis Son. This overthrew the 
notion of a ceremonial right- 
eusness, with which Satan 
inded the Jews, and the credi- 
bility of the whole heathen my- 
thology and Pagan worship. [t 
discovered Christ as superior to 
Satan, leading captivity captive, 
and spoiling the powers of hell. 
Accordingly Christianity rose 
upon the ruins of heathenism 
wd the kingdom of Satan.— 
He as lightning fell from heav- 
en, and the truth burst forth 
won the world, like a mighty 
siream. And it will prevail, till 
Satan is bound a thousand years, 
that he should not go forth to 
deceive the nations any more, 
tl the thousand years are ac- 
tomplished. This proves that 
ail the followers of Satan shall 
be brought down, and that God 
will execute judgment upon 
them. Thus the Holy Ghost 
‘caches the judgment ef Satan, 





and Babylon, and all who es- 
pouse their cause. If Satan is 
cast down, his followers may ex- 
pect the same. And since the 
Spirit sets forth the righteous- 
ness of Christ as our only hope, 
those who reject him, can have 
no defence against everlasting 
judgment : they must be given 
up to the sentence of the law.— 
Let such as are found to fight 
against God, tremble at this as- 
surance, that without repent- 
ance, they shall follow their 
prince into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his an- 
gels. 

We have noticed the wonder- 
ful works of the Comforter ; 
how he reproves the world of 
unbelief ; offers men conviction 
of the righteousness of Christ 
for the justification of sinners ; 
and of the judgment or deter- 
mination of God to crush all his 
inveterate enemies. He will 
dash tiem to pieces as a potter’s 
vessel. 

The coming and work of 
Christ, and the witness of the 
Holy Ghost to him, in his mar- 
vellous effects among men, teach 
us that Christianity is of infinite 
importance in the view of God. 
Such astonishing works of God, 
so different from all his other 
works and administrations of 
government, bespeak its super- 
lative importance. Friends and 
enemies are deeply and etcrnal- 
ly concerned. 

How mad then are those, who 
have this testimony of the Holy 
Ghost, and yet obstinately per- 
sist on the side of Satan by their 
unbelicf. They shut their eyes 
on the most full and marvellous 
evidence, or they would sce that 
their cause is desperate—That 
they fight even against God.— 
Let the potsherds of the carth 
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strive with the potsherds of the 
earth; but woe unto him that 
striveth with his Maker. 

Let these considerations per- 
suade unbelievers to avoid the 
terrors of divine wrath, and com- 
fort, encourage and animate the 
people of God in faith and holi- 
ness ; and may they have more 
perfect confidence in him whom 
God hath sanctified and sent in- 
to the world, and whom he hath 
acknowledged with such aston- 
hing evidence. 

FIDUCIUS. 


The Gosfiel Warrant for Faith in 
Christ. 


A principal design of the fol- 
lowing piece is to show, That 
there is sufficient ground, foun- 
dation, or warrant, for any and 
every sinner, where the gospel 
is published, to believe in Christ, 
even upon the supposition, that 
numbers of the human race will 
finally perish. 


T has been the general opin- 
ion of professing Christians, 
that a part of mankind, and even 
a part of those where the gospel 
is preached, will die in their sins, 
in impenitence and unbelief, and 
abide for ever under the wrath 
of God. It has been thought, 
that the scriptures teach this in 
so plain and express a manner, 
that it cannot be doubted, con- 
gistently with admitting the 
truth and divine authority of 
those sacred writings. 

It has, moreover, been gener- 
ally believed, that God from the 
beginning knew who would be- 
lieve and be saved, and who 
would die in their sins and per- 
ish forever. And manv have 
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thought it plainly revealed, tha 
God did, from the beginning 
choose to salvation, all those who 
will be saved, through sanctif. 
cation of the Spirit and belie! of 
the truth :—that all those, and 
those only, whom he hath thys 
chosen, will be effectually called 
and finally saved ; whilst all oth. 
ers will continue in sin, and lie 
down in sorrow. 

But of later years, whilst the 
doctrine of God’s sovereignty 
and eternal decrees is admitted 
and strongly asserted, it has been 
urged, that upon the plan of |i- 
mited, in oppesition to universal 
salvation, there can be noground, 
no foundation, or warrant, for 
any sinner to believe in Christ, 
unless he first knows that he is 
one of the happy number, whom 
God hath chosen to salvation. 
For if he is not of that number, 
but one that God knows will per- 
ish, it is said, there is absolutely 
no foundation or warrant for him 
to believe. For faith don’t create 
its own object, or make the 
truth which is believed, by be- 
lieving it when it was not true. 
There can therefore be no wat- 
rant for every one, to whom the 
gospel is preached, to believe in 
Christ, unless it be already true, 
that every one is to be and cer- 
tainly will be saved. Yet every 
one to whom the gospel is preach: 
ed, is commanded to believe on 
the Son of God : and the apostle 
John says expressly, “ He that 
believeth not God hath made 
him a lyar ; because he believeth 


not the record that God gave of 


his Son. And this is the record, 
that God hath given to us eternal 
life ; and this life is in his Son. 

But if some are not chosen to 
salvation and never will be saves 
instead of making God a lyat by 
not believing, they would make 
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him so, if they should believe. 
There is, therefore, no way to 
make the scriptures consistent, 
and to discover a ground or war- 
rant for every one to believe, but 
by admitting that all are to be 
saved—that God doth really in- 
tend, and hath absolutely deter- 
mined or decreed, and will cer- 
tainly effect, the salvation of all 
mankind. After this manner is 
the salvation of all men attempt- 
edto be proved. 

But is this indeed the case, 
that there is no ground or war- 
rant for any one to believe in 
Christ, unless he knows that he 
in particular is chosen to salva- 
tion; or, which amounts to the 
same, that all mankind are so 
chosen, and will be saved ? Do 
not the scriptures exhibit a sul- 
ficient foundation and good war- 
rant for any and every one to be- 
lieve on the Son of God, even 
though they teach, that many 
will die in their sins ? This, sure- 
ly, is an enquiry worthy of our 
most careful and serious atten- 
tion. Wherefore, let it be ob- 
cerved, 

1. It is plainly revealed that 
Christ has, by the Father’s ap- 
pointment and his own consent, 
been lifted up on the cross, an 
atoning sacrifice for the sins of 
men to the end thet whosoever 
believeth in hint may not perish, 
but have eternal life. He hath 
also been raised from the dead, 
xs a proof that he hath made an 
atonement for sin, and brought 
in a righteousness, to the accept- 
ance and entire satisfaction of 
the Father ; and that God, there- 
fore, can consistently forgive and 
save every one that believeth in 
him, whoever and how many so- 
ever they be. 

The scripture proofs of this 
andthe next proposition are so 
Vor. V. No. 10. 





numerous and full, that I shall 
only refer to a few of them, with- 
out rehearsing the words, John 
lili. 14, 15. Rom. iit. 25, 26. and 
x. 4. 

2. It is equally plain from the 
scriptures, that all, wherever the 
gospel is preached, are called 
upon to believe in Christ—to be 
reconciled to God, with a prom- 
ise of salvation, in case of com- 
pliance, Mark xvi. 15, 16. Acts 
ili, 19. ahd xvi. 31. and xx. 21. 
2 Cor. v. 20,21. But, 

3. The faith called for from 
every one, and to which the pro- 
mise of salvation is annexed, con- 
sists not in believing that we in 
particular shall certainly be say- 
ed, but in believing with the 
heart, that God hath raised 
Christ from the dead. Rom. x. 
9,10. “If thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart 
that God hath raised him from 
the dead, thou shalt be saved. 
For with the heart man believ- 
eth unto righteousness.” 

The fact, that God hath raised 
Christ from the dead, with what 
is implied in it and proved by it, 
is the object of a true saving gos- 
pel faith. He who, with the 
heart, believes this fact in its 
full import, or gives full credit 
to and cordially entertains the 
truths imported in this fact, be- 
lieveth unto righteousness, and 
will be saved. 

He who, in the scriptural 
sense, believes the resurrection 
of Christ, gives full credit to the 
scripture account of the fact im 
its connections. He, therefore, 
believes that although Jesus was 
put to death by the hands of 
men, yet that he was delivered 
by the determinate counsel and 
fore-knowledge of God—that his 
death was designed both by the 
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Father and by himself, and de- 
signed to make an atonement for 
the sins of men ; that whosoev- 
er believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life. Of 
course, believing, in the scrip- 
tural sense of the terms, that 
God hath raised the Lord Jesus 
from the dead, implies a firm be- 
lief of the principal things im- 
ported or signified, declared and 
proved, by his resurrection ; 
particularly, that God owned and 
approved him in the character in 
which he professed to act—that 
as he professed to be, so he in 
fact is the Christ, the Son of the 
ving God—that whatever he 
said, is divinely true—that he 
hath answered the end, for which 
he obeyed and suffered—that he 
hath wrought a complete right- 
cousness for the justification of 
ail who believe, and made a full 
atonement for all their sins, to 
the acceptance and entire satis- 
faction of God the Father—that 
he is the end of the law for right- 
cousness toevery one that believ- 
eth—that God is ready and wil- 
jing, for his sake, to pardon and 
save ali who come unto him by 
Jesus Christ. And believing 
these truths with the heart im- 
piles believing them with a heart 
corresponding, consenting and 
agreeing to them. Hence, be- 
lieving with the heart the resur- 
rection of Christ, implics, or is 
inseparably connected with, be- 
licving the great truths import- 
ed in his resurrection, with pen- 
itent acknowledgment of sin— 
with cordial approbation of God’s 
character and law—renouncing 
all dependence on any thing dis- 
tinct from the righteousness of 
Christ for acceptance. with God, 
and trusting only in the virtue of 
that divine righteousness, as am- 
ply sufficient lor our justification 
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in the sight of God, and submit. 
ting to the authority of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and returning to 
God threugh him. 

Here, then, is exhibited 4), 
ample ground for faith in the 
Son of God—a sufficient warrant 
for any and every one, to whom 
the gospel is published, to be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is presented to view as hay- 
ing made a complete atonement 
for sin and wrought a perfect 
righteousness ; so that God can 
be just and justify all who be- 
lieve in him; and of which he 
hath given the most unexcep- 
tionable evidence by raising him 
from the dead. He, therefore, 
now commandeth all men every 
where to repent—to believe on 
his Son Jesus Christ—to be re- 
conciled to him. And the faith 
required essentially consists in 
believing this fact, that God hath 
raised Christ from the dead, with 
a hearty concurrence in its plain 
and obvious import, according 
to the scripture account of it. 

Where, or on what account, 
then, is there any difficulty in 
the way of any one’s believing to 
the saving of his soul ? Certain- 
ly, there is none, on account of 
any deficiency in the revealed 
object of faith ; nor on account 
of any defect in the ground or 
warrant for such faith ; but sim- 
ply, in the blindness and per- 
verseness of the sinner’s heart. 

Christ spake of himself as the 
antitype of the serpent which 
Moses lifted up. What if God. 
when he ordered Moses to make 
and place on a pole the brazen 
serpent, and declared that every 
bitten Israelite, when he ieoked 
on it, should live, had perfectly 
known, that they would hold the 
idea of obtaining a cure that 
way, in such scorn and con 























a A | 





1805.] The Gospel warrant for Faith in Christ. a7 


tempt, that no one would, of his, 
own accord, or unless secretly 
influenced by his Spirit, ever 
cast his eyes upon the serpent of 
brass? Would that have made 
any alteration as ta the ground 
and warrant, which there really 
was, for any and every one of 
them to look upon it in expecta- 
tion of receiving a cure? None 
at all. 

What if, in that case, God 
had determined effectually to in- 
cline atnumber of them to be- 
hold the serpent and live, and to 
Jeave the rest to take their own 
way, and abide the consequen- 
ces? Would that have made any 
alteration as to the reality of a 
sufficient warrant for every one 
to behold and live ‘ None at all. 
Further: what if God had plain- 
ly revealed his determination ef- 
fectually to dispose some to look 
and live, and told them explicit- 
Jy that anumber of them would 
derive no benefit from the bra- 
zen serpent, but would die of 
their wounds by the fiery ser- 
pents, through their own folly 
and perverseness ? Would that 
have altered the case, as to the 
ground and warrant for every 
one to look on the serpent of 
brass in full confidence of acure? 
Evidently, not at all. So in the 
case before us. Neither the in- 
disposition of sinful men to be- 
heve on the Son of God, to look 
unto him and be saved; nor 
God’s purpose to remove the 
indisposition of some, and to in- 
cline their hearts to believe, and 
to leave others to their own cho- 
sen way ; nor the revelation of 
this his purpose ;—neither of 
these makes any alteration, as to 
the reality of sufficient ground 
end good warrant for every one 
to whom the gospel is revealed, 


Perhaps it will be said, The 
record which we are required te 
believe is this, viz. “ That God 
hath given to us eternal life ; and 
this life is in his Son.” Very 
true. Therefore the apostle im- 
mediately adds, “ He that hath 
the Son hath life ; and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath 
not life.” So it might be said, 
The record which God gave the 
Israelites was, that he had pre- 
vided them a remedy for the bite 
of the fiery serpents; and this 
remedy was in the serpent of 
brass. Therefore, he that be- 
held the serpent of brass lived ; 
but ifany beheld it not they died. 
God’s providing them a remedy 
in the brazen serpent did not 
make them personally partakers 
of a cure, unless they beheld it. 
And his giving us eternal life in 
his Son don’t make us personal- 
ly pariakers of eternal life, un- 
less we believe on his Son, or 
receive him by faith. 
. REFLECTIONS. , 

1. What an infinite mercy is 
it, that Christ has been lifted up 
on the cross, and is now exalted 
in heaven, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life ? 

Was it nota great mercy to 
the bitten Israelites, that sucha 
remedy was provided for them, 
as the brazen serpent proved ? 
May we not well presume that 
they esteemed it so? And had 
every Israelite been stung by the 
fiery serpents, and seen no way 
to avoid that death which the 
mortal poison would soon pro- 
duce, unless some powerful rem- 
edy, of which they were igno- 
rant, was speedily applied, how 
great and general may we pre- 
sume the joy would have been, 
upon the erection of the serpent 





to believe and be saved. 


of brass, at the sight of which 







































aS 
eh > ee 
a > +, * 
a ae - 


. 


See en = 
ADP C4 
a. 

2 


Sa 


i 


ls ~ 
f 
aoa 
ee 


one 
. 
es i 


a 


<n Sten iF Td es gl 
rvs 4, 

~ 

Phe 


= 
* 





ewe 
Via 


they were informed by God, that 
they should live ? 

But we are all infected with 
the more dreadful poison of sin. 
This would have inevitably issu- 
ed in our death, our eternal mis- 
ery, if Christ had not been lifted 
up. But now, whosoever believ- 
eth in him will not perish, but 
shall have eternal life. ‘The con- 
nection between seeing the ser- 
pent of brass and living, was not 
more certain than is the con- 
nection between believing on 
Christ and enjoying eternal life. 
How great then, how infinite, is 
the mercy displayed towards us! 
How great the cause for joy and 
praise to God ! 

2. What folly and madness, 
and aggravated wickedness is it, 
to make light of Christ—to slight 
and neglect him—to refuse to 
come unto him for life! How 
foolish and wicked would it have 
been for the bitten Israelites, to 
have slighted the remedy provi- 
ded for them, and to have refus- 
ed or neglected to look on the 
brazen serpent ? Thus, and more 
SO, is it for us, to slight and neg- 
lect the crucificd Saviour, or to 
expect salvation by hiin without 
believing on him. For we have 
no more reason to expect salva- 
tion by Christ without believing 
on him, than the bitten Israel- 
ites had, to expect a cure by the 

brazen serpent without looking 
upon it. 

3. If sinners perish froin un- 
der the light of the gospel, how 
evident will it be, that their per- 
dition will be owing to their own 
voluntary neglect or contempt 

of the sovereign remedy which 
God hath provided and revealed? 
That they will perish through 
their own fault, committed after 
they were in a state of condem- 
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ness and salvation proposed t 
them. Wherefore, let all take 
warning, and flee for refuge to 
lay hold on the hope set before 
us. 


PAREPIDEMOS. 
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Thoughts on Genesis iii. 24, 


“ So he drove out the man: 
and he placed, at the east of the 
garden of Eden, Cherubims, and 
a flaming sword which turned 
every way, to keep the way of 
the tree of life.” 


HE direct, literal meaning 

of the words is, That God 
drove Adam with his wife out 
of the garden of Eden, in which 
he had placed them before their 
fall, and set at the east of the 
garden a guard of angels with a 
flaming sword which turned ev- 
ery way, to render it impossible 
for them to return into the gar- 
den, and obtain access to the tree 
of life. 

‘This transaction of the Deity 
was very significant and expres- 
sive, and doubtless recorded for 
our instruction. And to contri- 
bute a little towards explaining 
its import, it may be observed, 

1. Ged’s transactions, witr 
Adam, when he put him in the 
garden, contained, at least, a0 
implicit promise of life upon 
condition of perfect obedience. 
Gen. ii. 16, 17. “ And the Lord 
God commanded the man, say- 
ing, Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat ; but 0 
the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil thou shalt not eat of it: 
for in the day that thou eates! 
thereof thou shalt surely die. 
By these words death was pre- 





nation and had a way of forgive- 
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renalty of his disobedience, in 
case he should transgress the 
divine command by eating of the 
forbidden fruit. And froin this, 
ff nothing more was or had been 
sid, he might justly infer, that 
in case he did not eat of the for- 
hidden tree, but was perfectly 
obedient, he should not die, but 
should surely live. For if he 
vas liable to die in case he did 
not transgress, he was liable to 
the same evilin case he was obe- 
dient, as he would be in case he 
proved disobedient. And upon 
this supposition, there was no 
penalty annexed to disobedience 
—no evil threatened to which he 
was not liable, though he should 
prove perfectly obedient. It is 
clear, then, that a sure promise 
i life if he. should not trans- 
gressy Was implied in the ex- 
press threatening of death as 
he penalty of disobedience. 

2, There were two trees in 
the garden particularly distin- 
cushed from the rest, viz. The 
vee of life, and the tree of know- 
edve of good and evil. Gen.ii.9. 
The tree of the knowledge of 
ood and evil might perhaps be 
‘'y called, because it was design- 
ti to be the medium of trial and 
proof, whereby it would appear 

hether man was good or evil, 
Hedient or disobedient. And 
le tree of life, on the other 

‘and, was probably so called, 
KXcause it was to man the ap- 
pointed pledge or token of life 
0 long as he should have eccess 
‘cit and eat of its fruit, or ra- 
ther, of confirmation in endless 
ite and happiness, upon his eat- 
ng of its fruit when he should 
hive finished his probationary 
‘Course of obedience. This ap- 
ptars provable from several pas- 
“ages of scripture. God’s words 
1 Gen. iii, 22. “& And now, lest 








he put forth his hand, and take 
also of the tree of life, and eat 
and live for ever,” appear in 
their connection, to suggest at 
least so much as this, viz. that, 
from what had been said respect- 
ing that tree, Adam would prob- 
ably think he could lay claim to 
eternal life; provided he took 
and eat of its fruit. Again, In 
Rev. ii. 7. Christ says, “* To him 
that overcometh will I give to 
eat of the tree of life, which is 
in the midst of the paradise of 
God.” These words are indis- 
putably a promise to those who 
are faithful unto death,and prove 
victorious in the Christian course 
and warfare, of the confirmed, 
everlasting enjoyment of the life, 
glory and happiness of the hea- 
venly state. ‘he paradise of 
God is the place where the re- 
deemed church will dwell and 
reign with Christ in happiness 
and glory forever. This glori- 
ous place is called paradise, in 
allusion to the earthly paradise, 
the garden of delight, which God 
formed for the place of man’s 
abode in his original state of in- 
nocence and rectitude. In the 
heavenly paradise Christanswers 
to the tree of life in the carihly. 
He is the life of Christians—the 
author, purchaser and giver of 
it. From him their life is de- 
rived, and in wnion with him on- 
ly do they possess and enjoy it, 
with a sure and irreversible con- 
firmation. To cat of the tree of 
jife is to eat of the fruit which 
that tree produces. Hence the 
promise, that professing Chris- 
tiaas, in consequence of over- 
coming, shall eat of the tree of 
life which is in the midst of the 
paradise of God, is a promise 
that they, in consequence of fin- 
ishing successfully their Chris- 
tian course and warfere, sha'l in 
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heaven partake of and enjoy all 
the benefits of Christ’s redemp- 
tion, the eternal life with all the 
honors, joys and delights which 
he hath obtamed for them, and 
of which, as their forerunner and 
head, he hath taken possession, 
with an irreversible confirma- 
tion in the enjoyment thereof 
forever. Now it does not appear, 
that there would be any propri- 
ety in expressing this confirma- 
tion in the endless life and hap- 
piness of heaven, by the figura- 
tive or metaphorical language of 
eating of the tree of life, which 
is in the midst of the paradise of 
God, if the tree of life, m the 
midst of the garden of Eden, 
had not been the appointed to- 
ken and sacramental pledge of 
confirmation in endless holiness 
aiid happiness to Adam, upon 
his admission to cat of it fn con- 
sequence of finishing success- 
fully his probationary course of 
obedience, 

‘The same idea of the tree of 
life in the earthly paradise, as 
being the appointed symbol or 
sacramental pledge of confirma- 
tion in endless life and happiness, 
in consequence of finished cbe- 
dience, is again suggested in 
Rev. xxii. 14. “ Blessed are they 
that do his commandments, that 
they may have right to the tree 
of life, and may enter in through 
the gates into the city.” Hence, 

3. Adam’s expulsion from the 
garden, and the guard set to ren- 
der it utterly impracticable for 
him to take and eat of the tree 
of life, showed, in a very stvik- 
ing and forcible manner, that it 
had become utterly impossible 
for him to obtain a confirmed ti- 
tle to life by the first covenant, 
or according to its tenor in the 
way pointed out in it, viz. by his 
pun cbedience ; and therefore 
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that he had no ground of hope 
but of mere free grace, through 
the mediation of a substitute, of 
which God had just before rive 
en some intimations, by includ. 
ing in the sentence which he 
pronounced upon the serpent, ; 
declaration that the Seed of the 
woman should bruise his head ; 
arid also, by making to Adam 
and his wife coats of skins ay 
clothing them—of skins, mos 
probably, taken from animal 
then offered in sacrifice to pre 
figure the atonement, throug 
which the promised Seed would 
in due time furnish a coverin: 
to their spiritual nakedness. If 
another way of life, than ths 
proposed to Adam when firs 
placed in the garden, had no 
been thus provided and in some 
measure revealed to him, it ap 
pears as though, when driver 
out of the garden and totall 
barred from access to the tre 
of life, he would have had nd 
ground to expect any thin 
short of suffering, in its full ex 
tent, the death intended in th 
original threatening. 

4. As Adam was driven out 
of the garden by God, and bar 
red from all access to the tree 
of life, whilst his posterity were 
included in him as the head o1 
root of the whole species, his 
expulsion, &c, showed, that the 
way of life revealed in the firs 
covenant, was as effectually bar- 
red to all his posterity, as tohim- 
self. Nevertheless, 

5. As before his expulsion; 
another way of life, by free 
grace, through a Mediator and 
atonement, had been, though ob- 
scurely, intimated to him, he 
might consistently view his po* 


terity as coming into actual eX- 
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which divine grace had opened a 
door of hope to him, when all 
hope by virtue of the first coven- 
ant was utterly cut off. 

These observations will be 
closed with a few brief remarks 
naturally suggested by them. 

|, Adam’s expulsion from the 
garden and the guard set to ren- 
der his return impracticable, 
were well suited to afford him 
useful instruction, and to operate 
as means to bring him off from 
all dependence on his own right- 
cousness or obedience to entitle 
him to life and a happy immor- 
tality, and to excite him to look 
for this blessing in the way of 
mere grace through the prom- 
ised Seed. 

2, The divine conduct in this 
affair, WaS expressive not only 
of holy displeasure against sin, 
but also of great wisdom and 
eoodness. For the same facts, 
inGod’s treatment of our first 


parents, which clearly manifest- 


ed great displeasure against 
them for their disobedience, 
were well calculated and admi- 
tabiy suited to warn and guard 
them against those attempts to 
establish: their own righteous- 
ness, of whichthey were in great 
danger, and which would have 
greatly tended to prevent a cor- 
tial compliance with the only 
possible way of salvation ; and 
on the contrary to excite them 
to look forward by faith to the 
promised Seed as their enly re- 
luge and hope. 

3. How vain, foolish and dar- 
ing it would be, for us to expect 
and attempt the attainment of a 
‘itle to life and immortality, in 
the way of the first covenant, or 
hy the law of works—as foolish 
and daring as it would have been 
for Adam to have attempted to 
‘ace his way back to the tree 





of life, whilst guarded by Cher- 
ubims and a flaming sword 
which turned every way. 

4. What great cause we have 
for gratitude and praise for the 
provision and clear revelation 
now made to us, of a way of life 
and endless happiness, of free 
grace through the mediation of 
Christ ; and how highly it con- 
cerns us to comply with it. 

PAREPIDEMOS. 


Christ the faithful Witness, con- 
sidered in some Remarks on 
Rev. ie 5. 


“ And from Jesus Christ, whe 
is the faithful witness.” 


T is generally agreed that 
this book of Revelation was 
written by the same person who 
penned the gospel of John—the 
same who was called the belov- 
ed disciple ; and who, in the 
exercise of an uncommon inti- 
macy with Christ, leaned on his 
bosom at supper. It was writ- 
ten at Patmos, a desolate island, 
whither the writer was banished 
by the cruel edict of a persecu- 
ting emperor. It is generally 
agreed that this took place about 
sixty vears after the ascension 
of Christ, and, of course, when 
John was far advanced in life. 
He was spared to a great age 
that he might complete the rev- 
elation of God, and close the ca- 
non of scripture. 
In the verse immediately be- 
fore the passage under consid- 
eration, John begins an address 


to the seven churches in Asia.. 


“ John to the seven churches 
which are in Asia: Grace be 
unto you, and peace from hima 
which is, and which was, and 
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: 

which is to come ; and from the 
seven spirits which are before 
his throne ; and from Jesus 
Christ who is the faithful wit- 
ness, and the first begotten from 
the dead, and the prince of the 
kings of the earth.” 

The highest character, and 
the most dignified titles are ap- 
plied to Christ. But his impor- 
tance to fallen man, m the good 
procured and bestowed by him, 
is expressed in nothing more 
clearly than in his being styled 
the faithful witness. 

A witness, in the common ac- 
ceptation of the word, is one that 
testifies to the truth of any fact. 
In courts of justice, where caus- 
es aré disputed, and controver- 
sies settled, the jndges deter- 
mine faets according to the tes- 
timony of witnesses. The word 
which in the Greek is put for 
a witness signifies one who tes- 
tifies to the truth at the expense 
of life. Hence from the same 
Greck word is derived Martyr. 
{It follows therefore that the 
truth is more important than 
case, happincss or life: The 
faithful witness at all hazards, 
adheres to truth. ‘The great 
question with him is not how he 
shall please men, and secure his 
own personal safety. But the 
erand question is, “ what has 
420d revealed, and what does he 
require should be maintained 
und supported as true £” When 
this Question is once determin- 
ed he adheres to the truth, and 
trusts the cvent with Cod.— 
When this point is settled, he 

declares the truth, even at the 
expense of life. On this princi- 
pie the apostles acted when life 
was at stake: On this principle 
the primitive teachers of Chris- 
tianity acted with death in fuil 
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lover of Jesus will act—_p, 
Christ is the faithful witness jy 
a twofold sense. He has ma 
known divine truth, and, as ; 
sacrifice, sealed the truth wi; 
his blood. The passaze brings 
him into view, therefore. both 
in his prophetical and priess'y 
office. 

To enter largely into these, 
ahd show how Christ hath acted 
as Prophet and Priest, in the ya. 
rious ages of the world, woul 
open a field too extensive {o 
this dissertation. _ But yet, it 
may be observed that Chris 
hath acted in both these capaci- 
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ties ever since the fall of man. 
It was in the full belief of those 
truths he revealed by his pro- 
phets, and on ‘the ground of his 
personal righteousness, that the 
saints under the former cispen- 
sation died in peace, and went to 
heaven. 

Christ is the faithful witness, 

¥. As having reveaied all ne- 
cessary truth. 

By all necessary truth is de- 
signed all that truth necessarily 
connected with the salvation of 
sinners. There arecertaintruths 
which are necessary to be known 
and embraced, without which 
we can sec no consistent way 
for sinners to be saved. Of these 
the patriarchs, and saints of the 
first ages of the world were firm- 
ly persuaded; concerning whom 
the apostle saith, Heb. xi. 1'. 
These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having 
seen them ajar off, and were jt'- 
suaded of them and embraced ticin 
and confessed that they were siran- 
gers and pilgrims on the carth. 
These pious men of old saw by 
faith the good things contamed 
in the truths revealed by the pro 
phets, and embraced the prom: 
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thers, pertaining to a Saviour to 
come. The glorious Redeemer, 
the second person in the adora- 
ble Trinity, having been appoint- 
ed from everlasting, and given 
for a witness to the preofile, hath 
performed, completely, the work 
and business assigned him. He 
hath made such a revelation as 
the state and circumstances of 
depraved man required. 

1. He hath revealed all that 
was necessary pertaining to doc- 
trine. 

Christ, by his prophets, made 
a revelation of all the essential 
doctrines of religion. The gos- 
pel and its essential truths were 
known long before Christ ap- 
peared in the flesh. There was 
a revelation of the doctine of sal- 
vation by the Son of God many 
ages before his birth. The pro- 
mise in the garden, that the seed 
of the woman should bruise the 
serpent’s head, made, probably, 
by Christ himself ; pointed out 
his incarnation and future suf- 
ferings, and brought his atoning 
sacrifice, clearly, to view. Moses 
prophesied of the same person 
with a great degree of clearness ; 
and after him all the prophets, 
until prophecy ceased about four 
hundred years before he made 
his appearance in the world. 
But no one of the prophets hath 
given so clear views of the gos- 
pel as Isaiah ; for which reason 
he is called, by some, “ the evan- 
eelical prophet.” He appears to 
have spoken strikingly of Christ, 
as to his birth, life, sufferings 
and death. All the essential doc- 
trines pertaining to salvation are 
found in the prophets. 

After the world for ages had 
been instructed by the prophets, 
Christ himself appeared among 
men, in the body of flesh that 
was prepared for him. And at 
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the appointed time he entered 
on the work of teaching and ex- 
plaining the truths which, for 
many ages, he had taught by 
his prophets. Having complet- 
ed the work he had to do on 
earth, and finished his personal 
ministry among men, he left a 
number of chosen and commis- 
sioned servants to close the ca- 
non of scripture. These explain- 
ed, established and confirmed 
what had been taught by Christ 
and his prophets before him. So 
that Christ, as the faithful witness, 
hath revealed and made known 
all things pertaining to doctrine 
which is necessary for sinners to 
know, that they may be saved. 
2. In the same _ character 
Christ hath revealed every thing 
pertaining to precept which is 
needful for men to know. 

Man is a dependent, account- 
able creature. His actions are 
connected with a future state, 
and his character in this life is 
formed for eternity. Hence it is 
exceedingly important for him 
to know the mind and will of his 
Sovereign. Unhappy, indeed, 
would be the state of man had 
he no intimation of the divine 
pleasure more than what is nat- 
urally impressed cn his mind, or 
can be known by the light of na- 
ture. Aside from supernatural 
revelation, we must be exeed- 
ingly in the dark as to our duty 
to God and our fellow men.— 
Without the revelation Christ 
hath made, we fever could be 
fully satisfied, whether God is 
pleased or not—whether our con- 
duct will meet the divine appro- 
bation, or incur the c. ‘easure 
of our God. But :nem are not 
so left in the d-~!: as to a knowl- 
edge of duty. It is made as 
plain as ths noon-day sun. The 
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mands from mount Sinai, which 
teach men their duty to God and 
one another, and are to remain 
wn unaltered rule of life, to the 
end of time. He went before 
his people in their long march 
to the land of promise, from time 
to time gave them such laws, 
and so opened and explained 
their duty, as in the fullest man- 
ner, to let them know his di- 
vine pleasure. When his gos- 
pel kingdom was set up he gave 
laws for the government and re- 
gulation of his church, which are 
io continue in force as long as 
he has a church on earth. 

5. Christ, in the same char- 
acter, hath revealed and made 
known to his church the ordi- 
nances to be observed, until his 
second coming. 

Lhe fuithful witness hath taught 
his church that God is to be 
vorshipped in a public, and ina 
private manner. He hath taught 
the various duties they are to 
perform relating to Godand their 
iclow men. But there are two 
special divine ordinances which 
xre of peculiar significancy, and 
of perpctual binding force. Bap- 
tism andthe holy supper are the 
two special, standing ordinances 
which every Christian is bound 
to observe. These are to con- 
tinue to the end of the world. 
One is designed to signify the 
washing of regeneration, and 
sprinkling with the blood of 
Christ, whereby the sinner, be- 
ing renewed and cleansed from 
the pollution ef sin, is brought 
into the covenant of rrace, and 
entitled to the promises of the 
gospel. The other is designed 
to represent and show forth the 
Lord’s death, and bring to the 
view of believers, in every age 
of time, the love of Christ where- 
»y they are redeemed ; and the 
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grace of the Lord by which they 
are made partakers of his body 
and blood, to their comfort here, 
and glory hereafter. 

Thus Christ the Suithful wit. 
ness hath revealed all necessary 
truth. 

Il. The next idea suggested 
by the passage is that Christ 
hath acted in the character, and 
performed the office of a priest. 

Jesus the Saviour not only 
acted as a faithful witness in re- 
vealing all necessary truth, but 
he sealed that truth with his own 
blood. Ike had discharged the 
office of a prophet, and been con- 
sidered by the Father, and relied 
on by the saints, as the atoning 
priest. long before his incarna- 
ton, even from the time of the 
divine promise that the seed of 
the woman should bruise the ser- 
frent’s head. ‘The legal priests 
were ail, in a greater or less de- 
gree, typical of Christ the great 
antitype. But the high priest 
was more eminently so. When 
he went intothe Aoltest of ail, and, 
with the blood of the sacrifice, 
sprinkled the mercy seat, it 
pointed out, and prefigured 
Christ as entering into heaven, 
by his own blood, and making 
intercession for his people. This 
showed how anatonement would, 
in due time, be made by Christ, 
and a complete sacrifice offered 
for sin. When the appointed 
time arrived, he showed that this 
was ho unmeaning service. To 
complete the purpose and design 
of God Christ must die, and 
make an ample atonement. The 
way was prepared for his death 
by the truths he taught. The 
truth must be preached ; and 
preaching the truth must bring 
him to the cross. ; 

‘There was a glorious consist- 
ency in the divine plan. Hence 
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Jesus taught those truths which 
were galling to the corrupt, un- 
sanctified heart. None more so 
than his real divinity. This doc- 
trine had been taught by the pro- 
phets ages before Christ appear- 
ed among men, especially by 
Jsaiah, when he declared, Unto 
usa child is dorn, unto us a son is 
given, and the government shall 
ée ufion his shoulders ; and his 
name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.* This doctrine which the 
prophets taught with a degree of 
obscurity, was declared by Christ 
with great clearness. He ex- 
pressly declared his eternity, Be- 
fore Abraham was I amt He 
asserted his oneness with the Fa- 
ther, I and my £ather are one.t 
This important, fundamental 
doctrine of Christianity, Christ 
taught as much more clearly 
ihan the prophets, as the meri- 
dian sun outshines the pale 
moon, or twinkling stars. And 
for this doctrine, more than any 
other, the Jews brought him to 
the cross. By his death, he faith- 
fully witnessed the truth; and by 
his death he completed the atone- 
ment. He came into the world 
not only to give witness to the 
truth by his death ; but, also, by 
his death to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in ev- 
erlasting righteousness. How 
clearly is this expressed by Dan- 
icl in his prophecy relating to 
the seventy weeks. Seventy weeks 
ure determined ufion thy freofile, 
ind ufion thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end 
of sins, and to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
éasting righteousness, and to seal 
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* Isaiah ix. 6. + John viii 58. 
§ John x. 39. 








uft the vision and frrofihecy, and 
toanotnt the most Holy. Know, 
therefore, and understand, that, 
from the going forth of the com- 
mandment to restore and to build 
Jerusalem, unto the Messiah the 
Prince, shall be seven weeks, and 
threescore and two weeks: the 
street shall be built again, and the 
wall, even in troublous times. And 
afier threescore and two wecks 
shall Messiah be cut off, but not for 
himself.|| 

When Messiah was cut off, 
but not for himself, then was re- 
conciliation made for iniquity, 
and the vision and the prophecy 
sealed up. To this pointed all 
the sacrifices and legal oblations. 
To this all the predictions of the 
prophets had respect ; and in 
this they had their accomplish- 
ment. Herein was the plan of 
God relating to redemption com- 
pleted. As a faithful witness 
Christ revealed divine truth, and 
died to confirm and establish it. 
And herein he made reconcilia- 
tion for iniquity, and brought in 
everlasting righteousness. 

It may not be improper to 
hint a few thoughts naturally 
suggested by the foregoing re- 
marks. 

1. We are led to conclude 
that Christ is the promised Sav- 
iour. If Christ was pointed out 
as the Saviour, and in that char- 
acter was the subject of prophe- 
cy for hundreds, yea for thou- 
sands of years; if the legal 
priests were all typical of him, 
and in him the prophecies and 
types all mect, and are fulfilled ; 
if these things are true, then he 
is to be viewed as the Saviour. 
He is doubtless the person pro- 
mised in the garden, and whe 
was, for a long time, looked for 

——_ 
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and expected to make his ap- 
pearance among men. As the 
Saviour, therefore, it becomes 
men to view and receive him. 
We are to own and embrace him 
in the character he hath assum- 
ed, and allow him all that digni- 
ty and glory he hath claimed ; 
acknowledging that it is the du- 
ty of all men to honor the Son even 
as they honor the Father. We 
are torely on him as the only 
Mediator between God and man, 
and make him all our hope and 
all our dependence. 

2. It is clearly the duty of 
people to embrace, and adhere 
closely to all the truths Christ 
hath taught. Is Christ the faith- 
ful witness, and hath he revealed 
all necessary truth ? Hath he 
also sealed his testimony with 
his own blood? If so then is it 
not plain that people are to em- 
brace and adhere closely to all 
the doctrines he hath taught? 
How can we answer it to Christ, 
and with what face can we appear 
before him, if we give up a sin- 
gle doctrine he hath revealed ? 
He taught no doctrine but what 
is important as it relates to the 
honor of God, as well as the 
good and happiness of men. He 
hath revealed no doctrine but 
what is nearly or more remotely 
connected with the salvation of 
sinners. Jesus Christ did not, as 
many speculatists do, spend his 
time to no valuable purpose. 
He did not hold up ideas and 
make propositions merely to a- 
muse mankind, and afford mat- 
ter of speculation. All that he 
revealed had animportant mean- 
ing, and was designed for an im- 
portant end. If it were not so 
the apostle could not have said, 
“ All scripture is given by in- 
spiration of God, and is profita- 
ble for doctrine, for reproof, for 
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correction, for instruction jn 
righteousness, that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.”* 

All the doctrines revealed by 
Jesus Christ are the eternal 
truths of God, and are connected 
with the everlasting salvation of 
the soul. As such we are to re, 
ceive and embrace them. We 
are to give up no doctrine con- 
tained in the scriptures, nor deny 
any thing Christ hath revealed, 
| By denying the doctrines of rey. 
elation we deny Christ ; and by 
denying him we seal our own 
destruction. 

S. We have exhibited an ex- 
ample of fidelity. Christ was 
appointed in the counsel of eter- 
hity to be a “ witness to the peo- 
ple,’ in which character, we 
have seen, he was to reveal all 
necessary truth, and seal his tes- 
timony with his blood. Yes, ta 
this he was appointed, even to 
die, making his soul an offer- 
ing for sin; for he saith, There- 
Sore doth my Father love me, be- 
cause I lay down my life, that I 
might take it again, No mun tak- 
eth it from me, but I lay it down 
of myself: I have power to lay it 
down, and I have frower to take it 
again. Thie commandment have I 
received of my Father.t{ And he 
was faithful to do all that to 
which he was appointed. He 
did not fail in the smallest and 
most inconsiderable thing. He 
revealed all that which, in the 
divine counsel, he was appointed 
to reveal. He endured al} the 
sufferings which were appointed, 
and were necessary to the atone- 
ment; and he performed all 
those works which it was the Fa: 
ther’s pleasure to require of him. 
He is the futthful witness. 
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In Jesus Christ we have an 
example of fidelity. Christians 
in him may see what is to be the 
extent of their obedience. They 
are to imitate him in doing free- 
ly, and suffering cheerfully, all 
that it is the pleasure of their 
heavenly Father to require of 
them and lay uponthem. Like 
Jesus they are to say under the 
most pressing calamities, The 
cup which my Father hath given 
me, shall I not drink it ?* They 
are, like him, to be faithful in do- 
ing,and patient in suffering all the 
will of God, even to the death. 

4, Ministers and preachers of 
the gospel are not to confer with 
flesh and blood. The minister 
of Jesus is under peculiar obli- 
gations to imitate the faithful 
witness. Called to preach the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, 
and set for the defence of the 
gospel, he needs the whole ar- 
mor of God that he may stand, 
fithfully, in his lot, and honor 
his divine Master. Having to 
meet the prejudices, the unbe- 
lief, the ignorance and vices of 
mankind, if he consult ease and 
popularity, he will daub with un- 
tempered mortar, and plaister 
over the errors and wickedness 
of his fellow sinners. However 
unreasonable it may be to re- 
proach the servants of Christ for 
preaching the doctrines evident- 
ly contained in the gospel, yet 
such is the depravity of the hu- 
man heart that unsanctified men 
will do it. Every age from the 
commencement of the Christian 
era to the present period, has 
produced this evidence of hu- 
man depravity. Bitter enmity 
against Christ and his doctrines 
has produced raging and violent 
persecutions, and stained the 


—— 
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earth with the blood of Martyrs. 
The same spirit that pursued Je- 
sus to the cross, has, and will 
yet pursue, and thirst for the 
blood of his faithful servants. 
But they are not to confer with 
flesh and blood. When the per- 
seculing Saul of Tarsus was con- 
verted into the meek and hum- 
ble follower of Jesus, he well 
knew to what he should be ex- 
posed; and he was sufficiently 
armed for the fiery conflict.— 
When, saith he, it fileased God, 
who separated me from my moth- 
er’s womb, and called me by his 
grace, to reveal his Son in me, that 
LI might preach him among the 
heathen ; immediately I conferred 
not with flesh and blood.t Know- 
ing the trials he must undergo 
in the apostleship had Paul con- 
ferred with flesh and blood, or 
consulted his own ease and per- 
sonal safety, he would have 
shrunk away from the work. 
But, feeling the importance of 
the cause, and relying on the 
almighty arm of Jesus, he could 
venture forth, even though he 
knew that bonds, imprisonment, 
and death were before him. Is 
there not the same inducement, 
and the same ground of confi- 
dence inevery ageofthechurch? 
Religion and divine truth are the 
same now as in the days of the 
apostles ; and Jesus Christ is 
unchangeably the same yester- 
day, to-day, and for ever. 

We have, however, a more 
perfect pattern than that of Paul 
or any of the inspired servants of 
God. Our divine, Redeemer has 
gone forth in the face of a most 
powerful opposition, and declar- 
ed the truth at the expense of 
life. And shall not—will not his 
ministers go and do likewise ? 

——_— 
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On Covenanting with God. 
PART I. 


OVENANTING with the 

great, holy, and omniscient 
God, is one of the most interest- 
ing and solemn transactions in 
which a creature can be enga- 
ged. Eternal life or death are 
dependent on the manner in 
which men covenant with him. 
Keeping the covenant is no less 
important than covenanting in 
the fear and love of God. If 
men’s hearts be not sound in his 
statutes, and stedfast in his cov- 
enant itis impossible to enjoy 
the blessings which it secures 
io the heirs of promise. It is in 
a conscientious, stedfast walk 
with God, according to covenant 
engagements, that his people 
jiave peace with him, peace in 
their own consciences, joy in 
the Holy Ghost, and assure their 
iicurts before him. IJtis in this 
way that they do honor to God 
and the gospel, give joy to their 
brethren in Christ Jesus, be- 
come the pillars and ornaments 
of our churches, prepare and ri- 
pen for a happy exit, and for dis- 
tinguished blesscduess and glo- 
ry, in the presence of their Re- 
deemer. 

But if they deal falsely in his 
covenant, they bring great guilt 
upon themselves, wound reli- 
sion, grieve their brethren, can 
have no peace with God, nor in 
their own consciences, ho com- 
mution with him in grace here, 
nor in glory hereafter. Notwith- 
standing their fair professions 
and high advantages, they will 
be cut asunder and have their 
portion with hypocrites. 

I.\ven God’s own children, by 
acksliding, may bring great 
ult and chastisements upon 
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themselves, and awful Judgements 
upon their families. If his chip 
dren forsake my law, and Walk 
not in my judgments: If they 
break my statutes, and keep not 
my commandments ; then will] 
visit their transgression With 
the rod, and their iniquity with 
stripes.* What affecting insta. 
ces of this have we in Eli, Ds. 
vid and others, who might be 
mentioned ? Of what moment 
is it, therefore, that Christians 
should understand the nature of 
covenanting with God, or what 
is implied in that solemn trans. 
action? That the solemnity of 
it, and the importance of keep- 
ing covenant with God should 
be truly represented ? 

Might nota discussion of these 
points be of speciul use to indi- 
viduals, to our churches, and to 
society in general ! It is the de- 
sign of this paper to illustrate 
and impress them. 

Covenanting with God implies 
his willingness to be reconciied 
to rebellious men, and to ente: 
into a covenant of peace with 
them, through Jesus Christ— 
Thatthe infinite God who dwells 
in the high and holy place, whose 
name alone is holy, should con- 
descend to be a covenant God, 
and Father to polluted worms 0! 
the dust, is indeed wonderful. 
It should arrest the attention oi 
the whole human race, and iil 
earth and heaven with gladness 
and hallelujah. Of this he hata 
given the fullest assurance. This 
is the language of his word, Ana 
this is the covenant which I will 
make with the house of Israel 
after those days, saith the Lord, 
I will put my law in their 
ward purts, and write it in their 
hearts, and will be their Got. 
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aid they shall be my people.* 
This was the promise to Abra- 
ham, I will establish my coven- 
ait between me and thee for an 
everlasting covenant; to be a 
Godto thee.¢ This covenant God 
maketh with the whole church, 
snd with every individual, who 
chooseth him for his covenant 
God and eternal portion. And 
| will be to them a God.f{ And 
[ will receive you, and will be a 


NS HAM Father unto you, and ye shall be 
of my sons and daughters, saith the 
- Lord Almighty.|| ‘These pas- 
a ages of scripture give us the 


fullest assurance that God ts wil- 
Ds Ing to enter into an everlasting 
evenant of peace with fallen 
men. The gift of his only be- 


** HM cotten Son, from his bosom, to 
open the way for it, the gift of 
0 BAM t2c Holy Spirit to make applica- 
se tion of the purchased redemp- 
Ae ton, all the invitations end pro- 
. mises Of the gospel, and means 
. of reconciliation, show that the 
s fiine mind is exceedingly en- 
. gawed in it. 

uth 


liad it not pleased Cod thus 
to have made known his willing- 


. ness to be a covenant God to 
a men, and to have made known 
: tie terms of his covenant, there 
if rould have been no rational foun- 


(ation for covenanting with hin. 
It could not have been known 
that it was possible ; or on what 


° terms it might. be effected — 
i there could have been no ra- 
. tional sround of faith or hope in 
4 ‘ovenanting. All attempts to 
: fovenant with God, without a 
4 revelation of his will, would be 
le highest presumption and 
uiadness. But blessed be his 
. ‘wine, that he hath given us the 
‘west assurance on this point ; 
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Jerem. xxxi. $3. + Gen. xvii. 7. 
Heb. viii, 10. i} 2 Cor. vi. 17. 
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that he will be a covenant God 
to all those who will be his peo- 
ple. 

‘To be a God to them implies 
immense good, the inheritance 
of all things. lt implies the for- 
givencss of all sin, adoption and 
sanctification, peace with God, 
peace which passeth understand- 
ing and keepeth the heart thro’ 
Jesus Christ. It is a covenant 
ordered in all things and sure ; 
so that all things shall work to- 
gether for good, to them that 
love God, to them that are called 
according to his purpose.* God 
himself, in his infinite perfection 
and fulness, becomes theirs to 
make his grace sufficient for 
them, to give them peace in life 
and death, to raise them up in 
glory at the last day, and to give 
them eternal life. He that over- 
cometh shall inherit all things, 
and I will be his God, and he 
shall be my son.t This coven- 
ant thus full, ordered in all 
things and sure, is also an ever- 
lasting covenant. Nothing can 
vacate it, or prevent the Chris- 
tian’s enjoying all the blessings 


. yee a 
of it. This is the language of 


the scripture ; Ele hath made 
with me an everlasting coven- 
ant. The mountains shall dc- 
part, and the hills be removed, 
but my kindness shali not depart 
frgm thee, neither shali the cov- 
enant of my peace be removed.}} 
He hath said I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.§ 

‘Vhis is the covenant which 
God freely proposeth to lost 
men, through Jesus Christ. He 
is the mediator of the new cov- 
enant, and the only mediator be- 

ween God and man. No mar 


Rom. viii. 28. ¢ Rev. xxi. 7. 
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cometh unto the Father, but by 
him. It is by him only, that 
any man may be admitted to 
covenant with God, or to the 
enjoyment of any covenant mer- 
cy. The terms of covenanting 
on the part of men are that they 
shall be God’s people. I will be 
their God, and they shall be my 
people.* This implies a full 
persuasion of the truth of the 
gospel, and a cordial acceptance 
‘of the terms of the covenant ; a 
renunciation of all sin, and a sin- 
cere and solemn engagement to 
walk in all God’s statutes and or- 
dinances blameless. God said to 
Abraham, Walk before me and 
be thou perfect, and I will make 
my covenant between me and 
thee.t ‘That is, love me su- 
premely, be sincere, and con- 
stant in your belief of my prom- 
ises, and in your ébedience to 
my commandments. I will then 
be your covenant God and por- 
tion. Israel; in covenanting with 
God, said, Ail thatthe Lord hath 
said, will we do and be obedient. 
In the second epistle to the Co- 
rinthians vi. 17, 18. The terms 
of the covenant are thus express- 
ed, Come out from among them, 
and be ye scparate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; and I will receive you, 
and will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Al- 
mighty. 

Covenanting with God there- 
fore implies universal obedience : 
That men love him supremely, 
consecrate themselves entirely 
to him, through Jesus Christ, 
and a solemn engagement to be 
the Lord’s, and his unreserved- 
ly ; walking in all his statutes 

—=—— 
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and ordinances blameless ; pi, 
ing none offence to the Jeys, 
nor to the Gentiles, nor to t}. 
church of God. They engag 
to cultivate religion in their oy, 
hearts, to maintain it in their 
closets, in their families, jn. .j 
their relations and conditions, »: 
all times and in all places. They 
engage themselves to God, ¢ 
be righteous and charitable to. 
wards all men, to love thei 
brethren in Christ, to submitty 
their faithful reproof and admo. 
nitions ; that they will, in broth 
erly love reprove and admonish 
them, when it shall be necessa. 
ry; that they will employ their 
labor and influence to maintain 
that holy discipline which Christ 
hath appointed in his house, and 
submit to it themselves ; that 
they will cordially unite with 
their brethren in supporting the 
worship and ordinances of God, 
for his honor, their mutual in- 
struction and edification, and for 
the instruction and satvatidn of 
others. This all Christians en 
gage in covenanting with God. 
It is required that they put away 
all iniquity. If sins as dear 0s 
the right eye, or the right hanc 
cleave to them, they must be 
put away, and they must observe 
all things whatsoever Christ hath 
commanded them. This is the 
view which Moses and the Is 
raelites had of covenanting with 
God. Deut. xxvi. 16, 17. Th's 
day the Lordthy God hath com 
manded thee to do these stat? 
utes and judgments : Thou shalt 
therefore observe and do them 
with all thy heart and with al 
thy soul. Thou hast avouche« 
the Lord this day to be thy God; 
and to walk in all his ways, ae 
to keep all his statutes, and his 
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yoice. The covenant bound them 
to universal obedience. There 
was no reservation with respect 
toany command or duty, in any 
relation or condition. 

This is the sense in which 
our churches view it, as appears 
by the forms used in them, 
which are generally if not uni- 
versally to this effect, “ You do 
“ now avouch the Lord Jehovah, 
“ Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 
“ to be your sovereign Lord and 
“ supreme good, giving up your- 
“ self to him, through Christ, in 
“the way and on the terms of 
“the covenant of grace. And 
“you do also give yourself up 
“ unto this church, according to 
“ the will of God, promising to 
“ watch over your fellow Chris- 
“tians as becomes a saint: and 
“ in your place, to bear testimo- 
“ ny against all sin, and to walk 
“in the strict and conscien- 
“tious observance of all the 
“ commands and ordinances of 
“ Christ ; upholding the wor- 
“ ship of God in this place, sub- 
“ mitting yourself to the disci- 
“ pline of Christ, according to 
“ his word.” Those who enter 
into covenant, engage also to 
give up such as God hath com- 
mitted to their care to him, and 
to train them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, and 
to teach all under their care to 
know and serve him. In words 
to this effect have all professors 
covenanted, even from the first 
settlement of the country to the 
present time. They have bound 
themselves to an unreserved o- 
bedience to the whole will of 
God. 

Having considered what pro- 
fessors covenant with God and 
their brethren, we will consider 
the solemnity of the transaction. 

There is every thing, which 

Vou. V. No. 10. 
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can well be conceived, to render 
it solemn. The greatness of 
God, before whom all the nations 
are as nothing, and they are 
counted to him as less than no- 
thing and vanity. He is infin- 
itely pure, the very heavens are 
unclean in his sight. He is om- 
niscient and omnipresent. It is 
impossible to deceive him, and 
none can escape from him. He 
is wise in heart and mighty in 
strength. None hath hardened 
himself against him and pros- 
pered. He can save and he can 
destroy. He is our judge and 
will dispense the rewards of eter- 
nity. These considerations all 
unite their influence to render 
the transaction deeply and won- 
derfully solemn. It is rendered 
further solemn and interesting, 
in that, in its very nature, it com- 
prises the obligation of a most 
solemn oath, and contains in it 
an implication of a curse on 
those who deal falsely with God. 
Thus God, Moses, and the Is- 
raelites understood it. It was 
termed both an oath and a curse. 
Deuteron. xxix. 12. That thou 
shouldest enter into covenant 
with the Lord thy God, and in- 
to his oath. Nehemiah x. 29. 
And entered into a curse and in- 
to an oath, to walk in God’s law, 
which was given by Moses the 
servant of God, and to observe 
and do all the commandments of 
the Lord our Lord, and his judg- 
ments and his statutes. The an- 
cient people of God swore uni- 
versal obedience to his will, and 
exposed themselves to the curses 
of his law upon them, if they 
did not perform their oath, in 
keeping covenant withhim. In 
covenanting, a calf, or some 
beast for sacrifice, was cut in 
pieces, and the covenanters pas- 
sed between the pieces, the more 
Zz 
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deeply to impress the mind, si- 
fently confessing that it would 
be just in God, if they did not 
keep covenant with him, to cut 
them asunder as they had the 
beastbetween the parts of which 
they passed. In this manner, 
God and Abraham covenanted. 
Gen. xv. 9, 10, 17, 18. Abra- 
ham passed between those pie- 
ees of the beasts, and when the 
sun went down, and it was dark, 
behold a smoaking farnace and 
burning lamp passed between 
those pieces. ‘This was emble- 
matical of God’s passing between 
them. In that same day the 
Lord made a covenant with A- 
braham. Inthe same manner did 
the Israelites covenant with God 
in Jeremiah’s time. They pas- 
sed between the divided calf, con- 
fessing it weuld be just in God 
to cut them in pieces, if they did 
not keep covenant with him.* 
Hence covenanting with God, 
was termed an oath anda curse; 
und making a covenant in the 
Hebrew phraseology is termed 
cutting the covenant ; because 
the slain beast, or sacrifice, at 
the time of covenanting, was di- 
vided, and those who entered in- 
to covenant passed between the 
pieces.t In some other passa- 
ges covenanting is termed swear- 
ing unto the Lord, swearing with 
all the heart, an oath, and swear- 
ing in righteousness. 2 Chron. 
xv. 14, 15. Isaiah xix. 18. Jer- 
emiah iv. 2. Nothing therefore 
sa -- 

* Jeremiah xxxiv. 18, 

+ See Pool’s Synopsis, and his En- 
glish Annotations on Gen. xv. 9, 1, 
17, 18 ; on Nehemiah x. 29, and on 
Jeremiah xxxiv- 18. and Buxtorf on 
the Hebrew root Carat, and Robert- 
son’s Key to the Hebrew Bible, on 
the same word. This appears an- 


ciently to have been the usual way of 
covenanting. 
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can possibly be more solemn and 
interesting than the manner of 
covenanting. 

Further, covenanting with 
God is solemn and interesting 
as the safety and comfort of 
Christians, in the present state, 
and eternal life in the future, 
are dependent on the manner in 
which they covenant. If they 
covenant in a right manner, 
choosing him with supreme af- 
fection, believing on the name 
of his Son, and depending on his 
merit for acceptance, and for 
grace to keep covenant with 
him, he will be their God. They 
will have an interest in his cov- 
enant love, and in the promises ; 
and he will enable them to keep 
his covenant. He will never 
leave, nor forsake them. They 
will have communion with the 
Father and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. They will have peace 
with God, and in their own 
hearts, and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. But if they 
covenant, while they have no 
love to God, no faith in Christ, 
they will have no interest in 
him, ean derive no grace nor 
strength from him ; and with- 
out him they can do nothing ac- 
ceptably. They never can keep 
covenant, er perform a single 
duty of it. In the very act of 
covenanting, they flatter him 
with their mouth, and le unto 
him with their tongues.* They 
avieve his Spirit, and there will 
be no rational prospect that they 
will keep covenant with him ; 
but that they will forsake him. 
They will be but foolish virgins 
bearing lamps without oil. Be- 
ing branches which bear no fruit, 
they will be in danger of being 
taken away from God’s altar, by 


—— 


* Psalm Lxxviii. 56. 
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discipline. or by the judgments of 
God. Having not ona wedding 
garment, they may soon be 
bound hand and foot, and be cast 
into outer darkness : soon be cut 
asunder and have their portion 
with hypocrites, where is wail- 
ing and gnashing of teeth. 

What grievous afflictions God’s 
own children may bring upon 
themselves by violating his com- 
mands, and not walking stedfast- 
ly in his covenant, hath been al- 
ready suggested. For this cause, 
he may take from them their 
dearest enjoyments. He may 
lay his hand heavily upon them. 
He may send darkness and hor- 
ror into their souls. Like He- 
man, while they suffer his ter- 
rors they may be distracted. He 
may visit them with distressing 
pains and sickness of body, and 
like the Corinthians, many a- 
mong them may be weak and 
sickly, and many may sleep. 
Besides, it is by a circumspect 
walk with God, that Christians 
enjoy communion with him, 
peace and assurance in life, joy 
and triumph in death. How im- 
portant is it therefore, that their 
hearts should be sound in his 
statutes and stedfast in his cov- 
enant ! 

(To be continued.) 
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The Rev. Mr. Kicherer’s Narra- 
tive of his Mission to the Hot- 
tentots. 

(Continued from p. 358.) 


Visit to the Great, or Orange River. 


EVERAL of the Corannas, 
from the Great, or Orange 
River, arrived at our Settlement 
about this time, repeating the in- 
vitation they had before sent us, 








to remove totheircountry, which 
is about 300 miles distant, and 
preach the word of life among 
them. We held a Council with 
our old people, all of whom ex- 
pressed their determination to 
follow us. Accordingly we sct 
out in May, 1801. Brother An- 
derson, who had joined us some 
months before, precededus, with 
part of our property ; Kramer, 
Scholtz, and myself followed at 
a distance, with the bulk of our 
people. In the course of our 
Journey we found the country far 
more populous than we had con- 
ceived. 

One of our company whose 
name was Katjee, was taken so 
ill on the road, that we expected 
her dissolution every moment. 
In this critical situation she was 
greatly alarmed, and admonish- 
ed the people, in very affecting 
strains, not to trifle with their 
souls, nor to think real conver- 
sion an easy work. Her discour- 
ses on this subject made lasting 
impressions on myself and oth- 
ers ; but, I am sorry to say, after 
she recovered her health, and 
was out of danger, she relapsed 
into her former carelessness. 

Proceeding on our journey, 
we were joined by Cornelius 
Koopman, who had not been 
with us more than a single day, 
when he was struck with convic- 
tions while I waspraying. When 
I first saw him, I perceived so 
much pride in his carriage, that 
I entertained a very unfavorable 
opinion of him; but no sooner 
was his heart touched by grace, 
than the Lion was changed into 
a Lamb; the hauchtiness of his 
deportment entirely forsook him ; 
and he appeared to be possessed 
of that deeply humbled spirit, 
which I always considered as the 
most conspicuous token of real 








588 


grace. He became remarkably 
cautious in whatever he said, 
but discovered, at the same time, 
that “ faith which worketh by 
love,” in the exercise of which 
he enjoyed close communion 
with God. I recollect holding 
many a sweet conversation with 
Cornelius. “ Ah,” he would say, 
*¢ how happy should I, poor sin- 
“ner, think myself, were I as- 
“ sured that Jesus is my Jesus ; 
“there would not be a more 
“ blessed creature on earth than 
“ myself ; 1 am so poor here, 
“that frequently I know not 
“ how to provide for my family ; 
“ T would gladly clothe my poor 
“ children, were it only in sheep 
“ skins, but alas ! I have no sup- 
“ plies, for my few sheep are 
“all gone; yet had I rather 
“ starve here, where Jesus is 
“ preached, than return to serve 
“those Christians, who never 


*“ told me a word of God, or of 
“ Jesus, or of the way of salva- 


“tion.” After this man had en- 
tirely surrendered himself to the 
Lord, his whole walk and con- 
versation bespoke the sincerity 
of his faith, and he became a pat- 
tern of Godliness to all the com- 
pany. Every day he would walk 
forth, three, four, or five times, 
into the solitude of the wilder- 
ness, (where I sometimes follow- 
ed him unperceived) to hold con- 
verse with Jesus, by prayer— 
Many a time have I watched 
him, at a distance, wrestling 
with God, and was put to shame 
by his importunity. It was also 
his custom, about sun-set, to 
take with him two of his chil- 
dren, whom he tenderly loved, to 
a solitary spot, that they might 
be present at his devotions. And 
here I would make a general ob- 
servation that, when sitting by 
myself on some eminence, J oi- 
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ten had the pleasure to observe 
someof my poor people, one here, 
behind a rock ; another there, 
under a bush, earnestly engaged 
in private prayer: and seldom 
did Cornelius fail to appear with 
his two little ones in his arms, 
or led by his hand, whom he 
caused, with himself, to bow their 
young knees before the Lord. 
How was my faith strengthened 
by such cheering objects ! I now 
plainly saw that the Lord Jesus 
had begun a good work among 
these poor heathen, and I was 
encouraged to hope, that he 
would triumphantly establish his 
church inthis country, and cause 
his blessed word to be preached 
to the children, and children’s 
children of the present genera- 
tion. 

Another person, named Roe- 
loph, was a striking example of 
the power of divine grace. Hav- 
ing been deeply affected under 
the reading of the Scriptures, 
and praying in our morning ser- 
vice, I observed him sitting ina 
pensive posture on a waggon, 
apparently in great distress of 
soul. I approached him, and 
enquired into the cause of his 
dejection ; when he returned 
the following answer: “O 
“my dear Sir, never could! 
“ have thought that I was so 
“ ereat a sinner, such a monster 
“ of iniquity, and my state so 
“ dangerous, as I now perceive : 
“ God is a holy and righteous 
“ (od, and I am such a vile sin: | 
“ner! Oh, the very thought 
“ yaakes me tremble, that God 
“thus! thus! (meaning, by his 
“ motions, in the twinkling of an 
“ eye) may put an end to my 
“ life! Oh, if God should not 
“ have mercy for me, then must 
«“‘ | sink into the eternal pit. Oh. 
“Tam greatly afraid, lest God 
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«should cause the earth to 
« open her mouth, and swallow 
“me up a live, O Sir, what 
«must I do tobe saved ?”——— 
Janswered his question, as St. 
Paul did that of the Jailer, at 
Philippi— Believe in the Lord 
“ Jesus Christ, and thou shalt 
“be saved.” Let your fears, 
said I, drive you tothe Saviour ; 
lay fast hold of him as your Re- 
deemer ; and then you need not 
be afraid. But, woe be to you, 
if you seek peace from any other 
quarter, or try to find rest in the 
things of this world. Having 
approved of my advice, he daily 
applied by faith and prayer to 
Jesus, as a sinner who earnestly 
wishes to be saved by his free 
grace. But I know not the re- 
sult of his profession, as he re- 
moved from us toa considera- 
ble distance among the Farmers. 

About the close of the month 
we reached the Great. River, 
vhich, in the dry season, is about 
half as wide as the Thames at 
London Bridge, and which was 
now so much swollen by the 
rains, as to be impassable : we 
therefore were obliged to wait 
for its fall. Our brethren Kra- 
mer and Anderson had previous- 
ly crossed the River, and had 
begun to preach the gospel to 
the people, among whom they 
found a considerable attention. 
While we waited for the subsid- 
ing of the waters, with our people 
and cattle, some of our friends 
on the opposite shore, who were 
told enough to swim across, as- 
tisted us in constructing rafts. 
By means of these, we were ena- 
tled, in about a week, toget over 
the river, yet with great diffi- 
culty, for our raft sunk so deep, 
that I sat up to the middle in 
Water. Here we rejoiced to find 
4 great hunger for the bread of 


life; some cried, and others 
fainted under the preaching of 
the word. 

We found it necessary short- 
ly to look out for another posi- 
tion, more distant from this dan- 
gerous river, the inundations of 
which are so sudden, that men 
and beasts frequently perish in 
its mighty floods. We pitched 
on a spot called Reed Fountain, 
which some of us began imme- 
diately to clear for cultivation. 
While we were thus engaged, 
with about twenty Hottentots, 
the Corannas brought us regular- 
ly, every day, three sheep, and 
three hollow bamboo canes full 
of milk, as a present. 

Here it was that sleeping one 
night with Mr.Scholtz and my 
Hottentots, by the side of a little 
cart, the barking of my spaniel 
ps disturbed my rest so much, 

at I was quite vexed at him. 
The Hottentots, however, un- 
derstanding the little creature’s 
meaning better than I did, look- 
ed carefully around, and soon 
discovered a Lion near us, who, 
like a cat, was creeping along 
the ground, in order to make a 
spring upon us. Immediately 
they snatched up their guns to 
fire at him ; but the Lion, find- 
ing we were so well prepared to 
receive him, turned tail, and re- 
treated with the utmost speed. 
As brother Scholtz and myself 
lay nearest to that spot from 
whence the Lion approached, 
we felt peculiarly thankful to our 
Lord for this new preservation. 

Being now comfortably set- 
tled, we soon found ourselves 
surrounded by crowds of differ- 
ent people—Corannas, Nama- 
quas, Hottentots, Bastard Hot- 
tentots, and Boschemen, toreth- 
er with their numerous flocks 
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Namaquas lived servants to the 
Bastards, having been reduced 
to this abject condition by the 
depredations of a monster, known 
by the name of THE AFRICAN, 
a Bastard Hottentot. This bloody 
man, having murdered Pennar 
his master, collected a band of 
robbers, with whom he made in- 
cursions into the Namaqua and 
Coranna countries. Some of 
these poor, timid people sent him 
a message, requesting that he 
would restore a litule part of their 
property, at least a Cow for each 
family, that they might have a 
drop of milk for their starving 
children ; the wretch promised 
to comply with their wishes on 
condition that they would cross 
the river, and fetch the annnals ; 
but when they came, he treach- 
erously tied them to the trees, 
cut out their tongues, or other- 
Wise maimed them; some of 
them he shot dead. Being thus 
reduced to extreme poverty, 
they were glad, for the sake of 
subsistence, to serve the Bas- 
tards, who treated them with 
great severity, flogging and abu- 
sing them like slaves, and allow- 
ing little more for their support 
than the milk of the sheep which 
they kept. This horrid mon- 
«ster, The African, understanding 
something of colonial politics, 
has hitherto contrived to evade 
deserved punishment. How 
great are the blessings of a good 
rivil Government ! 

Ail our new friends expressed 
great joy at our coming to live 
among them; but particularly 
the poor oppressed Namaquas 
and Corannas, who looked up to 
usas a kind of protectors. Here 
we built a long shed of Timber, 
Reeds and Clay, the roof reach- 
ing to the ground. The middle 
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each end was a room, one of 
which was occupied by brethrey 
Anderson and Kramer, the othe; 
by myself and brother Scholtz, 
I'he provisions were stored in 
my apartment. This building 
was appropriated to the worship 
of the Hottentots, another of a 
similar construction, was devot. 
ed tothe instruction of the Co- 
rannas and Namaquas, whom 
we addressed by Interpreters, 
Divine service was performed in 
both places at the same time, 
cach of us officiating by rotation. 
For the purpose of raising a con- 
siderable quantity of vegetables, 
we planteda large garden, which 
we inclosed by a wail. 

It pleased God, at this time, 
to visit my faithful fellow laborer, 
Mr. Scholtz, with a heavy afflic- 
tion; he was confined for five 
months by a dangerous ill- 
ness, which left a lameness in 
his, formerly, athletic body. 

Our labors here appeared to 
be attended with a peculiar bles- 
sing, a great desire prevailing 
among the people to be taught 
the things which accompany sal- 
vation, The impressions mate 
by the Spirit of God on the 
hearts of our hearers were very 
remarkable. What I am about 
to relate will probably appear to 
some readers perfectly ridicu- 
lous, but it is a fact that we were 
always obliged to have a bottle 
of vinegar on the table, for the 
relief of those who actually faint- 
ed under alarms of conscience 
and powerful convictions. Cer- 
tain it is that the tears which 
were shed at that period among 
these poor people cannot be 
numbered, and though we could 
not say that these strong mmpre> 
sions alwaysissued in sound con 
version, yet we have reason 1 
believe they did so in many bay- 
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py instances. But it is the pro- 
vince of my brethren Anderson 
and Kramer to furnish the par- 
ticulars of this work, as they are 
the stated laborers on the banks 
of the Great River. Ishall how- 
ever touch upon a few events 
which took place during my stay 
in those parts. 

The most prominent of these 
was a Visit of brother John Kock, 
who was going as a Missionary 
tothe Briquas or Bootsuannas, 
a nation dwelling North East 
from the Cape, and about eight 
days journey from us; these 
people differ entirely from the 
Hottentots, resembling the Caf- 
fres in their stature, habits and 
manner of life. John Kock bro’t 
me letters from my family in 
Holland, containing also the pain- 
ful intelligence of the death of a 
very dear friend of mine at Cape 
Town. My feelings on this oc- 
csion were exceedingly keen, 
wit blessed be the Lord, who 
comforted me in my affiietion. 

Soon after this, the British 
fommissioners, Messrs. Som- 
nerfield, Daniel and Truther, 
wrived here. We did our best 
0 assist them in the prosecution 
oftheir journey to the Bootsu- 
wnas, accompanying them part 
ofthe way. John Kock followed 
them shortly afterwards. 

Returning to the Great River 
*n horseback, attended by one 

Hottentot only, I was once obli- 
ged to sleep in the open field. 
About midnight, our horses, 
which were fastened near us, be- 
gan to be very unruly, and their 
noise awaked us both out of our 
‘leep. The Hottentot was much 

‘armed, but seemed desirous of 

‘oncealing from me the cause of 

this stir, to prevent my being 

dlarmed also. Upon my interro- 
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that he saw a Lion at the dis- 
tance of twenty or thirty yards. 
I myself soon perceived a pair 
of shining eyes, like two burning 
candles. The Hottentot, prepar- 
ing to fire his piece, desired me 
to strike a light, and set the 
grass in ablaze. This being ef- 
fected in a moment, we discov- 
ered a huge animal with his 
mane erect, just in the very act 
of springing upon us. At this 
critical moment, the Hottentot 
fired, and the Lion slunk away. 
This appeared the more extraor- 
dinary to us, as we could, next 
morning, trace his bloody foot- 
steps on the ground ;—a certain 
proof of his having been wound- 
ed. In such a case, the Lion, 
seldorn, if ever, retreats, till he 
has avenged his blood : But the 
Lord was doubtless pleased to 
shut the mouth of this Lion. 
When we got home, the breth- 
ren informed us that, during our 
absence, a Lion had destroyed 
eighteen of our Oxen. 

I now received the afflicting 
intelligence that Stephanos, who, 
after leaving our settlement at 
Zak River, had gone to a horde 
of Bastard Hottentots, common- 
ly called Cornelius Kock’s Kraal, 
had there set up for a Missiona- 
ry and a Prophet, establishing 
his authority on the basis of su- 
perstition so firmly, that his will 
had become the law of every in- 
dividual in the horde, and the 
mostatrocious crimes were com- 
mitted by him with impunity. 
Whoever ventured to murmur 
against his abominable acts of 
rapine or lust, was sure to be put 
into the stocks, or to be beaten 
unmercifully. Stephanos had 
erected a Temple, resting on 
pillars, with an Altar within, on 
which sacrifices were offered. 





“ting him.-closely, he confessed 


He had a number of select disci- 
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ples, who, like himself, feigned 
trances, in which they lay for ma- 
ny hours, and out of which they 
pretended to awake with messa- 
ges which they had brought 
irom the angel Gabriel, or from 
God himself Did the Impos- 
tor wish to gratify his lust, his 
covetousness, or his revenge? 
an answer from heaven authori- 
zed him to effect his purpose. 
Should any dissatisfaction or 
lukewarmness appear among his 
followers? immediately the judg- 
sents of God, yea, the confla- 
gration of the whole world were 
immediately threatened. Cor- 
nelius Kock himself, the Chief, 
who possessed a vast property, 
was completely devoted to the 
will of this wretch. He would 
preach against us also, and we 
were apprehensive that his doc- 
trine, like that of Mahomet, 
might widely diffuse its baneful 
influences among the neighbor- 
ing heathen. 

After mature deliberation, and 
consultation with my brethren, 
1 undertook to go out, and try 
to stop his diabolical proceed- 
ines. As this measure was like- 
ly to be attended with danger, I 
took ail our armed men with me. 
Stephanos, being apprized of our 
design, called a meeting of his 
followers, in which many messa- 
ges from heaven were devised ; 
he then told them that this was 
the important moment in which 
they were called upon to demon- 
strate their attachment to God 
and his Prophet; but that, if 
they proved unfaithful, fire would 
come down from heaven to de- 
stroy them. 

We approached his party. 
Their eyes sparkled with rage. 
Stephanos stepped forward, and 
offered me his hand. I refused 
to take it, but desired him to 
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walk with me under a 
where we would decide the mit. 
ter. My people accompanied 
me to the spot, and he was coy. 
ered by his followers. With my 
Bible in my hand, I disputed 
with him four hours successive. 
ly, and, I trust, experienced the 
peculiar assistance of the Holy 
Spirit. He insisted chiefly on 
the prophecy of Joel, concerning 
the visions and dreams of the 
latter days, and introduced many 
passages from the Revelations, 
I was enabled clearly to refute 
his arguments, to the great sat. 
isfaction of my people, who de- 
clared they had received light 
and blessings on that day, to 
which they had before been stran- 
gers. 

Stephanos and his deluded fol- 
lowers were unconvinced ; and 
becoming more and more enrag- 
ed, they seemed disposed to do 
me violence : but this my vigilant 
guardians knew how to prevent. 
The Impostor himself conveyed 
to my mind a striking idea of 
the Chief of Hell. His eyes roll- 
ed and flashed ; his tongue mov- 
ed with incessant volubility, and 
he strove to vindicate all his 
atrocities by examples derived 
from the Scriptures. 

I thought myself now fally 
justified in ordering my people 
to seize him, as a malefactor al- 
ready under the sentence of the 
law, that he might be conveyed 
to the Cape for puinshment. My 
order was instantly obeyed, and 
he was made a prisoner in his 
own temple. Ina moment his 
crest fell, and he requested me 
in the French language, (which 
the people did not understand) 
to set him at liberty, promising 
in that case, to leave the country: 
I replied, that if I was convince’ 
that he felt due contrition fo; 
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his crimes, and proved it by a 
frank confession of his guilt, I 
might, perhaps, let him go. 

Immediately, he spoke to the 
people, in a crying tone of voice, 
acknowledging that he had im- 
posed upon them—that if they 
went on in his ways they would 
certainly go to hell—and that 
they ought to thank God who 
had sent them Teachers of the 
truth. 

This confession had a wonder- 
ful effect on the multitude, who 
crowded round me, and thanked 
me heartily for what F had done, 
expressing boundless joy at their 
deliverance from the shackles of 
this tyrannical impostor. They 
wished now to send him away 
naked into the desart ; but I in- 
terfered ; and procured for him 
heedful provisions, and a guide 
into the Namaqua country, to- 
wards the sea-coast, where I 
thought it possible he might 
meet with an European vessel, 
and so finally leave Africa. How- 
ever, on his journey, he was re- 
cognized by Mr. Engelbrecht, a 
Farmer, who was also an Officer 
of the Militia ; this gentleman, 
in the execution of his duty, at- 
tempted to arrest him, but in the 
scuffle unfortunately fell: Ste- 
phanos, seizing the opportunity, 
cut the throat of the Officer with 
a razor which was concealed in 
his book: after which he made 
his escape, and joined the noted 
robber, The African, before-men- 
tioned, with whom, I fear he 
still roves the desart. 

After this event, I continued 
at the Great River a few days 
longer, preaching the gospel at 
John Kock’s Kraal. From mor- 
hing to night they entreated me 
to instruct them, and I felt pe- 
culiarly happy in my labors a- 
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mong these poor Boschemen. 
I have dwelt the longer on this 
Visit, as it proves how ¢asily such 
people might be won, at least to 
make an external profession of 
Christianity, if means propor- 
tioned to the magnitude and ims 
portance of the object were du- 
ly employed. At present, Mr. 
Anderson and Mr. Kramer are 
settled at that Kraal, and, I trust, 
are made a blessing to the peo- 
ple. Cornelius Kock, the Cap- 
tain or Chief, has since been bap- 
tized at Cape Town, by a Cler- 
gyman of the Church of Eng- 
land. 

Among the fruits of our la- 
bors in this country, Piet Goei- 
man, who has been already men- 
tioned, may be deemed one. By 
his walk and conversation he 
graces the gospel he believes, 
and is peculiarly dear to me. Old 
Berend is another seal of our 
ministry. He possesses a strong 
understanding, can read the Bi- 
ble very well, and is frequently 
engaged from morning to eve- 
ning in prayer and meditation. 
His conduct keeps pace with his 
profession. A more circumstan- 
tial account of these and other 
converts, will probably be given 
by our brethren who are station- 
ed there. 

(To be continued. ) 
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Constitution of the Missionary So- 
ciety gf Rhode-Island. Adofite 
ed May 5, A. D. 1803. 


S the gospel is the greatest 
of treasures, even the sum 
of good—suited to promote the 
highest happiness of individuals 
and society in this world, and to 
prepare all by whom it is em- 
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braced for endless and complete 
felicity in the world to come, it 
is most reasonable andimportant 
that they by whom it is enjoyed, 
should not only be grateful and 
solicitous to secure its privileges 
for themselves, but be affected 
with the miserable state of those 
without it, and ready and zeal- 
ous to do all in their power that 
its blessings may be extended 
to them. 

In addition to this, Christ, 
who is “ Head over all things to 
the church,” hath commanded 
his disciples thus to exert them- 
selves, “ going to all nations, 
and preaching the gospel to ev- 
ery creature:” and it is gra- 
ciously promised, that in this 
way “the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdom 
of our Lord and of his Christ.” 
It is further to be observed, that 
in the present season there is a 
general prevalence of errors and 
cestructive delusions: and the 
enemies of Christianity are pe- 
culiarly bold and active in at- 
tempts to introduce doctrines 
subversive of piety and morali- 
ty and all the best interests of 
men ; and that it is incumbent 
on Christians to exercise a zeal 
proportioned to that by which 
their enemies are actuated. 

Among the associations of 
Christians in this country for 
the purpose of coynteracting in- 
fidelity and vice and promoting 
the gospel, but few of the in- 
habitants of this state appear, 
though in some parts of the 
state the people are destitute of 
the regular preaching of the 
gospel, and ignorance and vice 
are very prevalent. Nor by any 
Missionary Socicty in the coun- 
try has any attention been paid 
to the condition of Africans, 
which duty, important to them, 
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the inhabitants of this state are, 
in some respects, under peculiar 
advantages and obligations to 
perform. 

From these considerations, the 
subscribers agree to form a So- 
ciety, to be styled “ The Rhode- 
Island Missionary Society,” the 
objects of which shall be to pro- 
mote the gospel in any part of 
the state where there may be 
opportunity for it : and to assist 
Africans m coming to the knowl- 
edge of the truth in any way 
which may consist with our 
means and advantages. 

We agree that the following 
doctrines shall be supported by 
the missionaries and schoolmas- 
ters, who may be employed by the 
Society, viz. That there is one 
God subsisting in three Persons; 
that the second Person in this 
mysterious Trinity hath become 
man, by taking the human nature 
into personal anion to Deity, by 
which he is “ God, manifested in 
the flesh’”—that He, by sufier- 
ing the curse and obeying the 
precepts of -the law, hath open- 
eda way for the pardon, justili- 
cation and complete redemption 
of those who may be brought to 
believe in him—that all men, in 
their natural fallen state, are 
wholly under the influence of 
moral depravity—that they must 
be born of the Spirit of God in 
order to be saved—that they 
who experience this sanctifying 
change are pardoned and justi- 
fied, and shall be “ kept by the 
}mighty power of God through 
faith unto salvation”—that God 
hath decreed whatever comes 
to pass, and hath elected some to 
everlasting life—that the pur- 
poses of God are in general i- 
stances accomplished by means, 
and that the preaching and or- 
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pointed means of salvation—that 
the condition of admittance to 
the Sacraments is a credible pro- 
fession of faith in Christ; and 
that the children of such pro- 
fessors are to be baptized—that 
“God hath appointed a day in 
which he will judge the world,” 
and that he will confer on the 
righteous an everlasting reward, 
and doom the wicked to endless 
punishment. 

We agree that each one sub- 
scribing this plan and paying 
one dollar into the Treasury, 
shall become a member of this 
Society : and at every annual 
meeting of the Society each 
member shall pay the sum of 
one dollar, which monies, with 
whatever may be acquired by 
donation, or otherwise, shall be 
drawn from the Treasury only 
by order of the Society, and their 
Committee, or Committees here- 
after specified. 

The votes of two thirds of the 
members present at any duly ap- 
pointed meeting, shall be deem- 
ed the act of the Society. 

There shall be an annual 
meeting of the Society, at New- 
port, on the Tuesday evening 
preceding the general state elec- 
tion, at which time the officers 
for the year ensuing shall be 
chosen. 

The officers shall be a Presi- 
dent, and if expedient, a Vice- 
President, a Secretary and Trea- 
surer :—and there shall be a 
Committee, or Committees of 
business. 

To the annual meeting, or 
oftener, if requested by the So- 
ciety, the Treasurer shall re- 
port the state of the funds, and 
the Committees the business by 
them transacted. 

Either of the Committees may, 
with the consent of the Presi- 
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dent, call a special meeting of 
the Society. The Society shall 
holda correspondence with other 
Missionary Socicties, so far as 
may conduce to the object of 
promoting the gospel among the 
Africans, and shall solicit bene- 
factions when they may be ap- 
plied to useful purposes. 

This Constitution may be al- 
tered at any annual meeting, by 
a vote of two thirds of the mem- 
bers present, provided the whole 
number present amount to two 
thirds, or a representation of 
two thirds of the whole number 
of members in the State. But 
no essential alteration shall be 
made in its doctrines. 

An account of the Society 

shall be published annually, in 
some Magazine, or in a manner 
most satisfactory to those inter- 
ested in its proceedings. 
AT the time the preceding 
Constitution was adopted the So- 
ciety was organized, by the fol- 
lowing choice of officers, and ap- 
pointments, viz. 

Rev. Samuel Hopkins, D. D. 
Newport, President. Rev. Wil- 
liam Patten, Newport, Secreta- 
ry. Mr. Jabez Denison, New- 
port, Treasuser. 

Rev. Thomas Kendall, South- 
Kingston, Man Shepard, Little 
Compton, Wm. Patten, Messrs. 
John Mein and Jabez Denison, 
Newport, Committee. 

AT an adjourned meeting of 
the Society, May 18, A.D. 1803, 
It was voted, That it be recom- 
mended to the several ministers 
belonging, or who may belong 
to this Society, to concur in a 
quarterly meeting for prayer, 
for the revival of religion, and ex- 
tension of the influence of the 
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the first Tuesday of every quar- 
terly day, beginning at 2 o’clock 
P. M. and at the close of the ser- 
vice to have a collection for mis- 
sionary purposes. 

AT an adjourned meeting of 
the Society, July 13, A.D. 1803, 
It was voted, That the Rev. Wil- 
liam Patten be appointed to de- 
liver a Sermon before the Mis- 
sionary Society, on Thursday 
succeeding the day of General 
Election, in May next ; and that 
at the close of the service, a col- 
lection be made for the Society. 
By a previous vote there is to be 
a sermon annually delivered. 

At this meeting Gold S. Silli- 
man, Esq. of Newport, and Cy- 
rus French, Esq. of South-King- 
ston, were added to the Com- 
mittee—and a majority of the 
Committee being present, they 
elected Mr. John Mein, Chair- 
man, and Gold S. Silliman, Esq. 
Clerk. 


AT the annual meeting of the 
Society, May 3, 1804, Rev. Man 
Shepard of Little Compton, was 
elected President, in place of Dr. 
Hopkins, deceased. The offi- 
cers of the Society and the Com- 
mittee for the preceding year, 
were re-appointed for the year 
ensuing ; and Major John Bai- 
ley, of Little Compton, added to 
the Committee. The Commit- 
tee then made choice of their 
own officers as before. 

According to appointment, a 
Sermon was delivered before 
the Society on Thursday the 4th 
inst. from Matthew xxii. 39.— 
“ Thou shalt Jove thy neighbor 
as thyself ;”——and after the ser- 
vice a decent collection was 
made. Rev. Man Shepard was 
appointed to deliver the Sermon 
at the next annual meeting. 
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The funds of the Society con. 
sist of the subscription money 
of the members, collections a 
quarterly prayer meetings, and 
by the missionaries ; private do- 
nations, &c. and the part be- 
longing 
To the African fund 

amounts to 


H 168 30 
To the general do. to 


247 

—_— 
$ 415 30 
Whieh is at present at interest, 
payable on demand. None of it 
constitutes a permanent fund ; 
but the whole may be applied 
according to the discretion of the 
Society. 

In the State of Rhode-Island 
tothe eastward of a line from 
Newport to Providence, there is 
but one minister of the Congre- 
gational order. To the west: 
ward of that line, a territory still 
more extensive and populous, 
there is but one, whose settle 
ment is very uncertain. There 
are several remnants of church- 
es and societies, who were once 
flourishing, and who are amply 
able, if they were disposed, to 
support the institutions of reli- 
gion. The few, who are dispo- 
sed, need encouragement and 
assistance ; without which there 
has been reason to fear that the 
knowledge and influence of the 
gospel would cease from among 
them. 

Thz Society has several times 
sent missionaries to those parts 
of the state which ate destitute 
of the gospel ; and their labors 
have been attended with some 
success. They have in general 
been received with much kind- 
ness and gratitude, and there is 
a prospect that two or three soc! 
eties will be gathered and have 
the ministry established. 

With respect to Africans the 
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Society has no particular plan: 
nor is there any other than a 
general prospect of being useful 
to them. Its attention is not 
confined to the natives of Afri- 
ca; but may be applied to their 
descendants in this country, and 
the West-Indies. Ina field so 
extensive, and which requires 
great labor, much good may be 
done. Withinthe United States, 
there may be some disposed to 
devote their services, and to con- 
tribute of their wealth to the 
spiritual interests of this descrip- 
tion of men. Opportunities to 
do them good might be lost, 
were it not the professed object 
cf some to observe and improve 
them. It was the design of those 
who subscribed the preceding 
Constitution to hold up this ob- 
ject, and if there should be any 
opportunity to promote it, that 
it might be improved to the best 
advantage. 
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An Explanation of Scriptural Types. 


No. IV. 
Enocu atype of Curist. 
OME of the names given by 
parents to their children, in 
the early ages of the world, were 
dictated by the divine Spirit, and 
denoted what manner of persons 
they should be, or some impor- 
tant event to be effected by their 
instrumentality, or some pecul- 
jar blessing to be derived by 
mankind from them. Among 
those of this description, may 
we not place the name of the 
on of Jared, by whom the Mes- 
siah was eminently prefigured ? 
We may consider him as a type 
of Christ, 
I. In his name. Enoch sig- 
nifies teaching. From his emi- 
nently holy character, we are 
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morally certain, that he dili- 
gently taught his family the 
right and good way. As Abra- 
ham did, he commanded his 
children and his household to 
keep the right way of the Lord, 
inculcating the doctrines and du- 
ties of religion, inthe house and 
by the way, when he sat down 
and when he rose up; while in 
his social connections he diffused 
a savor of divine knowledge all 
around him. Enoch was endow- 
ed with the gift of prophecy and 
enforced his instructions, warn- 
ings, and reproofs, by the solemn 
retributions of judgment and 
eternity. Enoch also the sev- 
enth from Adam prophesied of 
these, saying, Behold the Lord 
cometh with ten thousand of his 
saints, to execute judgmentupon 
all and to convince all that are 
ungodly of all the ungodly deeds 
which they have ungodly com- 
mitted, and of all their hard 
speeches, which ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him. In 
these respects did he not typify 
that teacher who truly came 
from God ; who taught his dis- 
ciples, his little family, the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven, 
explaining and inculcating the 
sublime and glorious doctrines 
of the gospel, recommending all 
manner of holy conversation and 
godliness by the blessed rewards 
which he would confer on his 
humble followersintheir regene- 
ration, and animating them to 
patience and perseverance in 
suffering for his name’s sake, by 
F assuring them, that great should 
be their reward in heaven ? Was 
he not indefatigable in preach- 
ing the gospel of the kingdom 
to the multitudes who attended 
his public ministry, addressing 
the most instructive and awaken- 
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and exhorting sinners to repent- 
ance by the terrors of the world 
to come ? I have preached right- 
eousness in the great congrega- 
tion. I have not refrained my 
lips, O Lord, thou knowest. 
And at the same time, in the 
melting accents of compassion, 
inviting those who labored and 
were heavy laden to come to 
him, with the promise of rest and 
peace. Was he not alsoa di- 
vinely enlightened prophet ? mi- 
nutely predicting his own suf- 
ferings and resurrection—the 
trials and persecutions of his 
disciples—the destruction of Je- 
rusalem and the calamities of 
the Jews—the end of the world, 
and the eternal retributions of 
the righteous and the wicked ? 
Enoch also signifies dedicated, 
or devoted. And did not that 
exemplary holiness which he 
exhibited in life, originate from 
a voluntary dedication of himself 
to God? Consecrating himself 
a living sacrifice, holy and ac- 
ceptable to God, whether he ate, 
drank, or whatever he did, he 
performed it for the glory of 
God. In this did he not typify 
the divine Saviour, who was ded- 
icated to God by his parents, 
and who perfectly resigned and 
consecrated his body and soul to 
the service and glory of his hea- 
venly Father? Mine ear hastthou 
opened, (to receive the intima- 
tion of thy will, or dored as the 
servant who loved his master and 
would not relinquish his service, 
Deut. xv. 12.) said the only be- 
gotten Son when he came into 
the world. Wi5ith what solicit- 
ude did he apply himself to his 
Father’s business, in his youth, 
and with what zeal, fortitude, pa- 
tience and perseverance, did he 
pursue it to the end of life! 
II. Inhiscommunion with God. ! 
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Of all the excellent chapat. 
ers drawn of holy men, in the 
holy scriptures, few are equal tg 
the character given of this emi. 
nent saint. Enoch walked sir) 
God ; importing views which 
corresponded with God’s end 
and designs, the pursuit of the 
same objects, the glory of God, 
and a mode of action, or manne 
of living which, in his place, cor. 
responded with divine adminis. 
trations, and by which he pro- 
gressed with God in the daily 
walk of life. In this did he not 
typify the holy life of Christ Je. 
sus ? How perfectly did his views 
harmonize with the mind and 
will of his heavenly Father! 
How perfectly united in object 
and design ! How cordially did 
he co-operate with him in efiect- 
ing the grand designs of his wis- 
dom and his power! How were 
his heart and soul absorbed in 
prosecuting that wondrous work 
of love and grace, the glorious 
work of redemption! I must 
work the work of him that sent 
me whilst itisday. My meatis 
to do the work of him that sent 
me and to finish his work. I 
have a baptism to be baptized 
with and how am I straitened 
until it be accomplished. 

III. In special manifestations 
of divine approbation and favor. 

Enoch walking with God in 
the way of truth and holiness, 
had this testimony that he pleased 
God. What holy and refreshing 
communications did he receive 
from him ! How was his mind 
enlarged andenriched with trans- 
porting manifestations of the ex- 
celience and glory of God, and 
of the wisdom and perfection of 
his ways and works ; while. his 
soul, enjoying the loving kind- 
1ess of the Lord, was satisfie 
with marrow and fatness! In 
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this was he not a type of our di- 
vine Redeemer? Doing always 
the things which pleased his Fa- 
ther, did he not receive the most 
positive assurances of his esteem 
wand delight ? The Father loveth 
the Son and sheweth him all 
things that himself doeth. Thou 
lovest righteousness and hatest 
iniquity, therefore God, thy God, 
hath anointed thee with the oil 
of gladness above thy fellows. 
What a public and honorable tes- 
timony of his Father’s approba- 
tion and complaisance did he re- 
ceive when there came a voice 
from the excellent glory which 
said, Zhis is my beloved Son in 
whom Iam well fileased ; hear ye 
him ? 

IV. In his translation. 

Enoch walked with God and 
was not. By faith [Enoch was 
translated that he should not see 
death and was not found for God 
wok him. As he had distin- 
cuished himself by the holiness 
of his life, God highly honored 
aid distinguished him in the 
manner of his transition from 
this to a better world. Exempt 
irom naturalinfirmity and decay, 
from the anguishof wasting sick- 
hess, from the terror of the con- 
quering king, the gloom of the 
thadow of death, and a painful 
separation of soul and body, in 
jull possession of health and vig- 
o’, Ged took him, and he went di- 
rectly, body and soul, from earth 
io heaven, exchanging an house 
of clay for a celestial mansion, 
nd his social connections on 
tarth for the society of angels 
und the perfect communion and 
enjoyment of his God and Sav- 
iour. Hail happy E noch } ! Was 
hot this a lively prei firuration of 

‘he glorious ascension of God’s 
well beloved Son? From the 
vature of his office and work he 


could not be exempted from the 
pains of death, nor from the sol- 
itary mansion of the dead; but 
having spoiled principalities and 
powers by his obedience even to 
the death of the cross, and made 
a shew of them openly triumph- 
ing over them in it, by the migh- 
ty power of God he _ burst the 
bands of death and the grave, 
and came forth a glorious con- 
queror of all the powers of dark- 
ness. Ascending on high and 
leading: captivity captive, attend- 
ed by a joyful choir of holy an- 
gels, he entered into heaven itself 
and appeared in the presence of 
God, who expressed his infinite 
complacence in him by honoring 
him with a seat at his own right 


dignity and power, subjecting 
angels and authorities to him, 
and constituting him head over 
all things to the church, consign- 
ing all the affairs of the universe 
to his direction and influence, 
that he might gather in his cho- 
sen and bring many sons to glo- 
ry: and, blessed be my rock, 
enthroned in majesty and light, 
there he lives and there he 
reigns. Amen. Hallelujah. 

In the translation of Enoch 
what a solemn and instructive 
scene opened upon the astonish- 
ed spectators of the wonderful 
event? The heavens opened and 
asaint passing into glory ! What 
ocular and decisive evidence of 
a future state and the glorious 
reward of the righteous ! But 
when the triumphant resurrec- 
tion and glorious ascent of our 
exalted Redeemer, far above all 
heavens, and the blessed effects 
to all those who love his appear 
ing and kingdom, are the sub- 
jects of our meditation, how are 
our minds absorbed with the sub- 
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jects! And how consoling the 
prospects which result from 
them ! The power of darkness 
vanquished, death conquered, the 
grave perfumed, a direct, safe, 
and joyful translation to heaven, 
whither the forerunner for us 
hath entered; where we shall 
see him as he is, and be made 
like him, where we shall for ever 
admire his love and sing his 
praise ! Thanks be to God for 
his unspeakable gift. 
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Religious Intelligence. 
—— + oo 
ORDINATIONS. 

On the 6th of February, the 
Rev. Sherman Johnson was or- 
dained to the pastoral office over 
the second church and socicty 
in Milford. The Rev. Oliver 
Hitchcock made the introducto- 
ry prayer; the Rev. 
Austin of Worcester, preached 
the sermon; the Rev. Doctor 
Trumbull made the consecrating 
prayer; the Rev. Noah Willis- 
ton gave the charge; the right 
hand of fellowship was given by 
the Rev. Bezalcel Pinneo, and 
the Rev. Abner Smith made the 
cancluding prayer. 
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On the 13th of February, 
the Rev. Samuel Merwin was 
ordained to the pastoral office 


> 
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over Union church and Socic- 
ty in New-Haven. he Ro 
David Ely made the prayer |. 
fore the sermon, which Was 
preached by the Rev. Dociop 
Dwight; the Rev. Doctor Trym. 
bull made the Consecrating pray. 
er; the Rev. Noah Williston 
gave the charge ; the Rey, Mr. 
Pinneo gave the right hand of 
fellowship ; and the Rev. Clay. 
dius Herrick made the conelyd. 
ing prayer. A great concourse 
of people attended at the said 
ordinations and conducted them. 
selves with great decorum and 
solemnity. 
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On the 14th ult. the Rey. Jo« 
sia Hawes was ordained tothe 
pastoral office over the second 
church of Christ in Cornwall. 
The following gentlemen per 
formed the parts: the Rev. Am- 


the introductory prayer; the 
Rev. Peter Starr of Warren 
preached the sermon ; the Rev. 
Joel Boardwell of Kent made the 
consecrating prayer ; the Rev. 
Mr. Cornwall of Nine-Partners, 
N. Y. gave the charge; the 
Rev. Timothy Stone of Cornwall 
gave the right hand of fellow- 
ship; the Rev. Samuel J. Mills 
of Torringford made the conclu- 
ding prayer. Propriety and 2t- 
tention marked the solemnity. 


Donations to the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


Feb. 19. From the Rev. George Colton, of Bolton, - 
20. Rev. Thos. Williams, collected in new settlements, 44 36 


22. From a Friend of Missions, - : ‘ 


25 = 


11 32 
—_" 


§ 90 68 








